IMPORTANT 


CONSIDERATIONS, VVHECH 


OVGHT TO MOVE ALL TRVE 


AND SOVND CATHOLIKES, WHO 
are not whol.y Tefuited,to acknowledge without all 
Ee rinocations , ambiguities, or ſmf tings, that the proceedinos 
ofher Maicſ(ty, andofthe Grate with them, fincethe 
beginning of her Highneſle raigne, hens 
bene both mild and mercitull, 


Publiſhed by ſundry of vs the ſecular 


Prieſts, in diſlike of many treatiſes,letters, 


and reports , which haue bene writtcs and made in 
arnerſe places to the contrarie © together with our 
options of 4 better conr/e hereafter, for the 
premeting he the ( atholike faith 
in England, 


Newly Imprinted. 
I 6071, 


THE EPISTLE 


GENERALL, IN STEAD OF 
A PREFACE. 


Right Honorable , Warſhipfull, 
VVelbeloued, 


LorRDs, Labies, 

EaRLEs, COVNTESSES, 
 VicovnrTs, VICOVNTESSES, 
BaRoNs, B ARONESSES, 
KNniGHTs, LaDIEs, 
GENTLEMEN, GENTLEVY OMEN, 
BACHELORS, VIRGINS, 
MARIED, SINGLE» 


i 2 well for the gifts of graces giuer 
D )) you 45 y0u are Catholike ( which 
} \ AR 70 God, to our holy mother the 

EZ Catholike Romane Church , and 


to the Sea Apoſtolike doth make you gratefull:) 4s 

alſo for the gifts of nature giuen you as you are Engliſh: 

(which to your Prince and countrey , makes you loyall, 

ſeruiceable and faithfull, and of both minafull : ) Giue 

me leaue by an. Epiſtle patheticall in one generall paſ- 

ſage, to ſpeake vnto you all alike , in two adoptiue ſur. 
| _- 
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THE EPISTLE. 
a4mes, Catholike and Engliſh: with ſentences Apoſiro- 
phall of as great weight and warineſſe, as the worth of 
the matter exacteth at my worthleſſe hands; by ſo much 
the more m1d2 worihicr, by how mach I might be wor- 
thied with a fanouravie concert had of you all, net for 
71y unnverthie ſake, but for your owne indemmilie : for 
tope of teautng a po/teritie: for yorr deare ſoules health, 
aeare Catholikes, dearely ajfected Enalijh, deepely affy- 
£4, volrntarie religions: tt ts for you, audio you l ſpeak, 

Here (Catholtkes and Engliſh , or if you pleaſe En- 

liſh Catholikes) is ſet before your eyes a mournfull ſpe- 
{acle of our heauie calaniities, come is a happic houre 

(elſe ſhould T be hear iily ſorry for it) into - uv It 
is, 45 in pernſe you ſhall find,a briefe relation of the cau- 
ſes mouing her Mateſtte andthe State to mate ſo ſharpe 
lawes againſt vs all in zenerall, for Loy Mens 
offences, growne now into a faction of.4 a HPger ous [e- 
quele: dangerous (deare Catholikes ) to our comon 110- 
ther the weale publike as we are Enzliſh * daunzerous to 
our Soueraigne and the preſent State, as we areſubiects: 
dangerous to vs all,as we are Recuſants,prepared as fuel 
to the fury of forreigne & homeborne foes,by famine, 
fire, [word & wracke of body, foule , and all together in 
the turne of fortunes wheele, caſting vs all off from the 
hizheſt Pyramides of Englanas wonted flouriſh,intothe 
Stigian depths,of the foreſt downfall vnexpetted(I dare | 
ſay) wnto you all, ener to haue hapned by ſuch unhappi-. 

ly ſeeming religions meanes, 40 1 

T he contention (deare Catholikes)betwixt the ſecn. 
lar Prieſts & the Teſuits,ts knowne not to you alone, but 
to all our Catholike friends in other Nations: to all ouy {| 


common aduerſaries at home & abrode:to all or the grea- 


" 


THE EPISTLE.: 

zeft ng of the Chriſtian world,as we verily do imagine, 

and in ſome ſort do know it for true. Mary for the cauſes, 

originals and zrounds: few do,many wil not,cr the moſt 

' part cannot enter into the aright.T hey are many queſti-; 4. 1. a. 


onleſſe,as the many maine arguments in many books at« cn of wany 
unlzed do make it manifest.But to fland vpo onejs my Oxare ofthe 
WP = - / | 7. © Spaniſh fatt- 
only intent at this preſent + becauſe the ſubtect ofthis en- , \; vers 6... 
ſung diſconrſe , oth miniſter occaſion fitlicſt agreeing wy ro ( , not 
V4 LlOUS 


therunto: as treating wholly and altogether of treaf, AF bs they fay 
conſpiracies,confederacies,rebellions,commotions, plat- Why doth 


formes,ſtatiFations, and vnnatural proceedings,by ſ1;- e - (5 lay - 
| Is . . . at; Autts VPO Tae 
arie perfores of our Catholike Romifh faith religion pro- 15 


feſSion, funttion, calling, condition,and ſtate. cauſe of the 
T he intent of this D:ſcourſer inthe name of the ſecu. CO by. 
lar Prieſts in generall, 1s not to impeach any one partt- ing ie well 
cular perſon of the Catholike laytie,of matters of treaſon knowne that 
or ſtate but rather to excuſe ws all ;+ aſwell thoſe that ©* vents: 
haue bene abuſed by 6 inucieling perſwaſions 10 Priefts and © 


lh pon their rumes, as thoſe that haue bene attors, I<fuits and all 
Paſo Of - fe | ? Catholikes 


. abettors coninents,or fautors of their arch-plotters pra- ,.c.eher. 
Fiſes.Netther is his or the ſecular Prieſts meaning , to of, &c. which 


accuſe,excnſe,or any way call in queſtion our comon ad. - = po _=_ 
TE IR r Z es . ' , : , 
werfaries,tozether with ap rs ſtate,as 4 point Very Icluitsbeing 
Irpertinet to the purpoſe, howſoener arty haue acſerued, _ gu 
| < ty With tNCI>: 
occaſionated, or wronght our woes, to meaddle with ſuch jo 


edze tooles, a5 the very handling of them roaghty, wold toPricftsro 
rent vs quite in peeces-(our frowndon ſlate conſidered) Gare the in- 


and awvery prepo5terous courſe for men in affliction (ac!- ado ef 
mit wronzed by both as two oppoſite aduerſaries') to in- leane thele- 
termedale with thoſewhaſe fauours they muſt ſecke:and |" ol the 
vlad if they may obtaine ſuch graces by any demouſira- our aduerta- 
tion that they can make , of their loyall harts to'haue tics to thoſe 
bene wnſpotred, vnpoliuted, wener {mattered with the = —_ 
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THE EPISTLE. 
leaſt vncatholike, aiſloyall, irreligious, inhumant, vy.. 
naturall thought to God, to their Prince, to their coun- 
trie,to their friends. Neither yet weve it decent in this 
enſuing diſcourſe, to medale with the ſecret faults of a. 
_ ny one, bethey in defetts of grace, of nature, or of nur- 
ture, further then pertaines to the obicet of ſtate herein 
hand. Neither (ad laſt of all) is my intent in tha Pro. 
lezomenon to treate of matters _— , then as here 
are ſet downe ,ſcil. onely to let all Catholikes wnderſtand 
what a daungerous ſlate they ſtand in by ſome mens pri- 
uate deſtgnements. Which to make more apparant,giue 
me leaue (deare Catholikes) to propoſe unto you this one 
eſtion as an introduttion to this diſcourſe. 
Is there any ſinne (deare Catholikes ) riſing pon in- 
Although Ca- fiy-7itze and frailtie of man committed by an Apoſtata, 
—- do "in 1 nfidel, an Hereticke, a Schiſmaticke, an CAthetit 
kae 4rd | caſt out of the fauour of God , and accurſed out of his 
ter order, and Church: but a Catholike may, and often hath fallen in- 
-_——_ _ to the ſame, and yet remained conſtant in his religion 
ders,aduke- - t0 death? DueFtionleſſe there is not. As innumerable e- 
MP a o. xamples of _ of murthers, of adultexies , of in- 
othersthar ceſs, of drunkenneſſe , of couſjnage, of what not vice-. 
live out. verifie it in all ages, in all nations, in all times, (c- 
16a) xes and forts of people , though in times of perſecution, 
rand6 abroad Catholikes are ordinarily freer from ſuch foule notorious 
inthe world | ,+;9es, then when they liue at libertie without feare. 


ir 1 _ And if this be fo: and withall that our aduerſaries haue 
helpesand touched with ſach vices certaine perſons in particular, 
weanceief ,; Bell hath touched the Teſuits with pride , ambition, 
finne, which 7#truſ1098 , Uſurpation , encrochment ouer the ſecular 


thoſe watt . Prjefts, affect ation of —_—_— » CFC.) ts there any 


— reaſonable excuſe for any of. their fattion.,. or infected 


H 
The queſtion 1 


| THE EPISTLE. 
with the like vices-*to ſay , that none is or can be a tyue Church Ca- 
Catholike, that imitates any of our aduer(aries in chav- _— 
Ting 4 Teſuite with ſuch lik V1Ces : or that #0 Prieft or may wenot 
other ſhould impute , promulzate , or lay open their _— (muck 
faults, that are of one and the ſame religionwith them, wr 4 
ſcil. becauſe our aduerſaries haue / done . If you ſay Catholikes 
for this cauſe , that Catholikes ought not to write, nor — 
ſpe ake againſt ſuch crimes in other Catholikes (alwayes to,yea and 
ſuppoſing they are publike , notorious, or to the detri- tatdſatto 
ment either of the Church or common-wealth) then do © 10 fall 
you quite cut off the order of inſtice : ſtop the courſe of imo as grear 


fraternall correttion , hinder the mw of Chriſtian ſinnes as any 


charity, violate the lawes of God and man, and gine oc- cn— an 
ſion to our aduerſaries, to vpbraid vs with maintat- ſhouldin- | 
4 4 A fringe the li- 
ning of moſt notorious enormities, treaſons,and abnſes., = 
Tf you ſay they may ( as trae it ts ſo, ) then do not ( deare will,asifGods 
Catholikes ) blame the ſecular Prieſts , for laying open << core 
' ſuch foule treatheries , treaſons, conſpiracies , and other b ow hs 
vices riſing of the Teſnits and their confederates, facty- receed, nos 
04s, ambious , & wc 7 , humerons diſpoſitions, becauſe —_—_ 
our aduerſaries haug diſconered the ſame in ſome ſort : either of ini 
but rather gine them (as inſtice, duty, and charity doth 4clity,Apo- 
bind you) many and harty thankes, that being all before \* —_— 
in one predicament odious , theinnocent are now made &c. 
knowne, and thereby ſpared . And withall remember 
' that if our aduerſaries had holden their peace , yet were 
we all bound by our Catholike profeſsion : by our pro- 
feſſed loyalty : by our loyall nnturall Engliſh affection : 
to haue oppaſes our ſelues to the Tefaiticall or Spaniſh 
fadion vique ad aras 77 the premiſes, 
T his then being the chiefe an 


only point handledin 


this enſuing diſcourſe ( and.in very. deede the ground- 
| X X 


2 
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THE BPISELE. 


 worke, architectare ; and whole building 04 thepart of. 


the Teſuitical factton:) conſider with vs(deave Catholiks) 


your rizhtfull ghoſtly fathers, waturall Engliſh ſcebietts 
and wnfeinedly vowed friends by birth, bloud, educati- 


on, affection, religion, andall motiucs , that in reaſon, 
conſcience , humanity or other duty or law of God. ox 
man may or ought to mone': what it , whereinthe ſe. 
cular Prieſts , the deſizned AMartyrs of our. countrey, 
the worthy confe{ſors of this age , your owne naturall 


fleſh and blond , your deare,louing, and moſt carefull 
 ſpirituall fathers haue offended you ? Is the queſtion 
for Religion ? Nameme that article, or one point of the 
_ Catholike Romiſh faith, wherein the ſecular Prieſts do 


either ſtagger in themſelues , or ſeeke to ſeduce you : 
But on the contrary, more ready then the Neſuits ( 4s 
experience hath hitherto made it manifeſt ) to ſuffer 
their deareit blond to be ſhed rather _— ſonle a- 
moneſt you ſhould periſh by their meanes ? If the 
m_— = yo ar ach 4 the Catholike mY 
faith in our countrey , in that the Teſuits- haſten on the 
Spaniſhinuaſion , andthe ſecular Prieſts , aiſſwade you 
all from yeelding toſuch vnnaturall bloudiepractiſes . 
conſider ( deare Catholikes ) peruſe aduiſcdly , and ru- 
minate in your tender Engliſh hearts this enſuing diſ- 
courſe. For here you ſhall fad firſt that the old K W; of 


 Sparne( by the leſutticall jnge: ions and: plots' caſt far 
that purpoſe ) aimed at the Crowne of England, 
with the death of her .Mateſty , and ſubuerſion of the 


State, together with the viter ruine,Jdeſolation, and de- 
ſtruction of this whole Ile , and the ancient inhabitants 
thereof :and nener once ſhewed any care or reſpect, he or 
his had to the reſtoring of the Catholike Romijh faith 

_ |  amongſþ 


| THE EPISFLE, 
ammugftrhe Engliſh, Nay bus Gireth courſe wes takes 
quite contrarie, {cil. to extirpate the name of all Ca. 
tholikes ( that were Engliſh ) out from of the face of 
the earth : a5was moſt enident , both by his deniall of 
aiding that traitour Stukelcy on the Popes behalfe for 
the conqueſt of Ireland (becauſe he had deſtinated in his 
ambitious intent, both that aud ihis kingdome ,yea and 
Scotland alſo for himfelfe: ) and alſo by the words of his 
Genera'l or Adalantado the Duke of Medina, in effect 
which were,that he would rather ſpare Proteſtants ther 
Catholkes , but neither ix very deed : menacing deati) 
to all without exception. of perſazis, 10 theende to: make 
roome for his maiiter: Then that gy the new king 
regaant in Spaine , plotteth by, the ſayd  Ieſuiticall 
fadtion,and thereupon reſolucth to proceed where his fa- 
ther left acainſs Enzland, it is Kay 30 by the pre: 
ſent action in Ireland, now wholly brought into combu- 
- ſtion by bim ; And laſtly by ſundry of father Parſons 
ſabietts ſent thither to be Agents onthe Spaniſhbehalfe 
for that purpoſe . Allwhich ao conuince the Teſutticall 
HiſpantTed faition of falſhoodyh pocrife, ſeaition and 
. treaſon , and that it is not religion which the kine pre. 
- ſent doth care for , more then h1s father did before him - 
but maketh that oncly a-pretence to ſeduce all Catho- 
likes :and draw them to Rebellion , hoping thereby 
#0 hane- their ſpeedier ayde and aſsiſtance , making 
#hem, and you i (deare Catholikes ) to cut one anothers 
 throate, If the queſtion be for a matter of fattion, 
' ſei. whether the Tefuits be of the Spaniſh fattion or not ? 
9g are of it : and that for this cauſe 


Itis-manife 
'.2t zs that the contention betwixt them and py as > 


| lay Prieftes ,is now growne full ripe 10 ſo deſperate 
& x 
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THE EPISTEE.: | 
anzry and bloud red a head, as all the world feeth Ir. 
Ti 2 reaſons why they and too many of you ( deaye Ca: 
tholikes )are by their Siren ſongs ſo dangerouſly infetted 
with the Spaniſh pippe , are Fore in part ſet downe in 
this enſuing treatiſe, ſhewing that it riſeth = ofthe, 
towit, that their firſt faunder Ignatius Loyala was 2 
Spanifh Captaine - but moſt e prctat? Ir their owne 
aduancement which they affect ſo greedily, as eucn Scot- 
lind whoſe King they earſt did labour ws, (but with a 
Beares loue of Teir owne panch ) is now moſt odjous, 
mightieſt _ ed , maligned , and hated of them to 
death , he ftill remaining in' the ſame Religion be was 
in enen then when Father Parſons m Grenewate,made 
the caſe cleare that difference in ne or matters 0 
faith, neither ought nor could by the law of God , of na- 
ture, of nations, or cuſtome ener heard of in any nation 
deprine any one inferiour ſubiet? ( much of ſayd he 
in the fame plact, any Soueraigne )) from their right bf 
inheritance , or lawfull fucceſcion by birth or bloud, 
to any thing they had right vnto otherwiſe non ob- 
ſtarite, Recuſancy on: the one fide or Fereſie on the other 
ſide._And yet now he maketh the caſt in his Appendix 
as cleare. contrary on the behalf vf Spaine : agait 
both Enzlang, Fraunce, and Scotland, to gll which } . 
he there hath intituledthe Lady Infanta, ſetting now 
the whole Teſuiticall p-reFf, upon the Spaniſh fortunt * 
either to be aduanced or for euey caft downe , oury- 
 throwne, and witerly ruinated by that their Fmitrh 
If the queſtion be os the verifying of all this to be 
trae the treati 0G doth in ſome fort declare it. 
Firſt how treatheroufly he hath delt againſt her Maieſty 

and this kingdome in the other Kings time, ſecondly has 
owne 


THE: EPISTLE. 

owne bookes and bandwritings,are and will be brought 
foorth as witneſſes againſt him, concerning the intitu- 
ling of the [nfanta to the Engliſh crowne. Thirdly, the 
generall ſpeech ginen out long azo, and ſtill contipued 
on to this preſent , make his mntent plaine, ſcil: in that 
he and his crew haue ginen out, that except the Spani- 
ard do become a Monarch ( you muſt vnderſiand by 
conqueſt of England, Scotland, and France, to which 
three kingdomes Parſons hath intituled him , and 
Taper all the reſt do depend) the Catholike Romiſh 
Church and faith cannot fond but of neceſiitie all reh- 
Zion muſt faile and come to nothing. Fourthly, he doth 
ſecond this drift of his with the preſent practiſe Now 112 
hand, For neuer was he hitherto more violently hent a- 
24inſt both Prince, Peere, Kingdome and State, then he 
ts at this hower: proſecuting [4k latforme den tibus& 
enſibus, with all his maine bs 22. : in ireland by 
preſent invaſion, hauing alreadie landed certain bands 
. of Spaniſh ſoldiers there : and in England by. ziuin 
. out pow of freſh, that the booke of T itles ( called rightly 
Parſons, counterfeited Doleman) cannot be anſwe- 
red, it 1s [a learnedly done, and the caſe made ſo cleare 
nt þat | aud his | Fo ( fathered AP 6 Vp01 
15 aegd Cardinall Allane by name )on the lady Intan- 
taes behalfe, and for her rizhtfull title to the Crownes 
f Enzland, and Fraunce ( for both are touched, and 
her. Grace intituled unto them therein, and by conſe- 
quent to Scotland , Ireland, and Wales:) to compaſſe 
which plot he leaueth nothing undone , unſaid , unin- 


wented, that art, wit, oramalice of man or dinell can af 


 foord him. Fiftly, to confirm this peſttlent traitors 1- 
tent and meaning againſt his natzue counirie, to be as 


— — — 
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in the premiſes and ſub rr nh ſhall appeart it 
may be demonſtrated by theſe inferences. Firſt, for thas 
hauins ſo intituled the Infanta,as in the [atementioned 
Libels (for bookes are names too 9 'for then) is to be 
ſeene, he did conſtraine the Students uf the Seminavies 
in Spaine to ſu = be to her intereſt: forting them to 
promiſe, that when they ſhonld returne into Fneland, 
they would aduance her rightful title to their it termaſ? 
abilitic, power, and poiſe of words and motion with all 
kts where they came. Secondly, for that thrs di(- i. 
 fauouring, diſeuſting, and viterly refuſing to applande 

to Parſons Spanified title,was the ori21nall, chiefe and 
only cauſe of the hizh diſarace which ſundric of our nati. 
on lined in beyond the ſeas,cuer ſince that fattion began 
to waxehote: but eſpecially it was the tauſe of the Loyd 
Dacre his departure out of Spaine, and ufl other of the 
Sporid damn: fhſioice inany bull, alan 
and aiſhonorable calumnies, as ſlannaered by the we 
ticall Spapifh faction to be aſpie for England, tohane 
intended to haue ſet the Spaniſh fleete on fire(which had 
bene though vnfittine for his honour , yet not ondcſer- 
wedly on the Spaniſh behalfe , as enemies to bis natine 
country )'& that his Lordſhip came but into Spotland to 
colour hiscuices,as being (ſay they moſt 1aigrionfly and 
falſly) a Libertine, an Atheift, of 10 religion. And all 
this becauſe true Camillus-like he ſtoodeon the behalfe 
of his Soneraigne the kingdome,and the crownt of En. 
Toi, baainf the Spaniſh Infantaes ſurmiſed title-to 


the ſarne. 'As in another place T hank ſhewed at large on 
the behalfe of that noble Lord, whoſe houſe and perſon 1 
haue enet deepely _ , if for many reſpetts, yet ins 

all hart to his Soueraiene , and his 


natile 


A 
ehitfe for this his oy 
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natiue ſoile bamſhed,though he be lining in exile for the 
preſent, which might mone his honour to carrie a diſho- 
norable mind, were he of 1 Tefeiticall traiterous humor, 
om the which he hath ener proud to haue bene free. 
T hizdly,for that after this(this traitor, Pari6s Imean) 
his pranks plaid in Spaine , for drawing all our Emzlijh 
na110n,there to be intangled with nis unnatural conſpt ; 
racies, or elſe utterly diſgraced, diſcreadrted,ond put in 
danger of lofung for eucy their goodnames(yea and their 
lines beſides,as to ſome it hapaed) he preſently after poſts 
2mewp to Rome, vehemently urging to hane had his (aid 
infamons tibell of Titles to he yead inthe Refeftariegat 
aneat time in ſtead of a ſprrituall w 0a the mannez is 
there, for none other exd , as all the world might ſee it, 
but to make knowne by that meanes his malitious mind 
to his natine Soueratgne and this Realme: his double di- 
ligence to aduance himfelfe and his ſocietie , by the Spa- 
ziards meanes: and his falſe deceitfull, and moſt mall. 
gnant hart againſt the ſecular and Seminarie Prieſts 5 
other Enzliſh Students there: (cil. to hane the infected, 
znueigled, intangled in that poyſoned , and moſt peſti- 
lent nette of his, caſt to haue intrapt them , and you all 
(deare Catholikes ) that ſhould hane yeceined them, by 
. this meanes ſhifting his ſhameleſſe necke out of the colley, 
to haue choked them with it by publike fame, that they 
had received ſuch a traiterons , ſedetions, and mot 
infamons booke , made (as he gaue out ) by a ſecu- 
lay Prieſt Maiiter Doleman, andthe Appendix toit by 
Cardizall Allane, alſo a ſecular oy eccleſiaſtical prelate 
(fo ro hane left the Teſuits) 0 good holy religions en ne. 
wer medling in State-matters ) free and unacquainted 


with ſuch pradtiſes.But contrary to his expectation the 
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Students there reietted it as a treacherous libell, aid 
him as a lewd ſed;tious traitour at that time, though it 
bred their greater affiiction,as being ener ſince tormen> 
ted and oner tyrannized by him . Fourthly,for that the 
plot being once layd inſuch ſort for the Neſuiticall ad- 
. nancement by the Spaniſh, as no way left for them to 
ftarte ont from, orto leaue that nation, but toworke their 
ewe deſtruction , and ſteepe downe onerthrow , percet- 
1112 withall that they (the Teſuiticall or Spaniſh fattion) 
had recejued alreadie ſo many diſeuſts, repulſes , diſera- 
ces, and inall theiy attempts for Enzland, hitherto moſt 
infortunate as impoſſible ( to ſpeake morally ) euer to 
ſpeede otherwiſe , reaping no doubt high indignation at 
Gods hands : for this their mockery of God and his Ca- 
. tholike Church and religion(neuer heard of to haue bene 
ſonzht for by any Apoſtle to be reſtored , by ſuch prepo- 
flerous, ambitions,irreligious, nnd bloudy meanes: ) he 
therefore OP—_ Parſons ) ſet out 4 booke 
intituled the high Counſell of Reformation for Eng- 
landerc. Wherein he will hane the old Romane Aera- 
rean law ſo firmely eſtabliſhed in this land, as no fee 
ſimple of inheritance yy be left for any Engliſh 
from the Prince to the fiee-holder , to poſſeſſe, entoy, 
and leane by ſucceſsion of birth and bloud , to his po- 
ſteritie as to his next heives, further then as the Spaniſh 
Jeſniticall Court , Connſell , and gouernours ſhall 
appoint for them : doubting leaft either he ſhould 
be fruſtrate of his hope from Spaine , or the Engliſh 
aliend from him and his fadtious ſocietie in affe- 
ion: If ( as he feared ) they ſhould once heare of 
his unnaturall coſening , hypocriticall » falſe amr 
bitious heart towards his natiue countrey , people, 
2 AN a 
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and nation . Tothe mc end alſo, and to giue you and 
vs all ( deare Catholikes ) an unkindly maske, to bleay: 
our eyes , to inucigle our minds, and to draw all on, 
more eaſily , plauſubly , and with leſſe repugnance to 
the Spaniſh faction : he hath lately deniſed and procu- 
red by falſe ſuggeHtions , and forcibly foyſted in wpor 
Us, 4 moſt ſtraunge kind of authoritie to be eſtabliſhed 
thronehout this whole Ile of Enzland, Scotland , and 
Wates , which althouzh it beare an outward oſtentatine 
ſhew of adaancing the ſecular Prieſts,by appointing one 
mai(ter Blackwell (thouzht of the moſt part to be of 
that nxmber) tobe our Archpraeſt : yet in very deede,1t 
was the onely plot he had to further the Spaniard, and 
the moſt effectuall meanes he could poſsibly hane denui- 
ſed, to gine tothe ſecular Cleargy , that condemne his 
deſignments, and in truth to all Prieſts, Prelats, and 
Princes in Chriſtendome (if he might prenaile here in 
Enztand )the zreateſt downefall that ener 7 et was ginen 
the by any innouation,ſupplantation,or of er Machiaili 
an deuiſe of Infidell, Hereticke,or Athieſt. For notwith- 
landing that the Archprieft muſt carry the name of 
ſecularPrieft : yet is his authority gine him with ſuch li- 
mitations,caueats,cautels and proniſoes,os neither hath 
he any thine in the vniuerſal world to do or deal in,with 
or againſt the Teſuits : further then as in way of curte- 
ſie, they pleaſe to make him acquainted withall, for to 
edze ſometimes forward to deſperate conrſes : neither yet 
can he, neither dare he do any thing but as the Ieſmts, 
and their proninciall Garnet do and ſha/l aſsrene him. 
S9 45 in effeet Parlons who commandeth Garner &> all 
the reſt of the Teſuits here, hath the managing of all the 


affaires of the Church,yea,and common-wealth amons{t 
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them;tozcther with the diſpoſing of you al{deareGathes, 
lickes ) fo many of you , as ag adhere to the Teſuiticall or 
Spaniſh fattion. And conſequently, as by this meanes he 
and his cenfederates haue izcurred a double premunire 
(as in another place, ſcil: in the booke of Quodlibets , 1 
reame God willing to declare: )fo intendeth he thereby to 
draw you all inio the ſame predicament premmniriall &> 
of treaſon with him : 10 the end you may be moreeager 
 veing once tu that d:ſpcrate caſe he and his do ftanl in ) 
Y, purſacy our 0a nate contry,yorr fleſhes bloud Jour 
dearejt friends,with hoſlile hand,azreeing to the daunce 
that he hath led you already,in al 11s irreligions courſes. 
And that it may appeare more etident,that the inſli- 
tr:tion of this new authortie , of Archpresviterte doth 
tcnd wholy tothe adicancerment of the Spaniſh, ad to 
the onerthrow of this flouriſhing common wealth , by 
the Teſuits owne pretence therin:ut may pleaſe yo al(deare 
Catholtcres ) to be aducrtiſed of two things concordant 
with what 1 ſpeake one t5 a letter of fatoer Parſons owne 
writing , wherein tonching many particular points, this 
maketh moſt to our purpoſe , ſcil - that therein is ſet 
ctowne in plaine tearmes to this effect , ſeil: how the 
Keſiils are the moſt infeſt enemies both io the Catholicke 
Church and common wealth , that are this day inthe 
w67ld to ve found . The other ts , of the courſe that was 
ra%ew at Rome &yParions procurement at ſuch time as 
| rertarne of Vs the ſecular Priefts did ſend to our mother 
Cite toinforine his Holines of the''neonueniences of the 
ſaid Archpresbiterie in this land * and what miſchiefes 
were by all hkelhoods ( as. ſince they hane certainly ) 
Wi {:k: to enſue theres to you(deare Catholiches) and ws al 
'F tagether with our whol: aation-if the Iefuitical ua 'i0= 
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lence and impotencie tr aſpiring werenot croiſed,carbed 
and infringed in time, before their diſeaſs rrew remed;- 
lefſe , as welnizh it is ſoin them. Tothe ; Anti wiider- 
ſtanding whereof , Beruſe and notc enzgently this rela. 
tion following. 

A aſter Biſhop and maſter Charnocke C 01112 i; 
Rome in the names ofthe Prieftcs of Enzlamd to dcclare 
the eſtate vato his H olincife g went fir(t Uno the French 
Embaſſador re(idmg there opening vito him the whole 
cauſe of their legation : who demanded of them whether 
they had brought a letter in their behalfe (rom the 
French Kitg his maſter ox no . They anſwered, no, and 
that oaly they deſired hrs furtherance,and vis 200d word 
to procure them audieace Well ( ſaith he) 1 will do what 
T can for you : but if you had bron2ht a letter {7012 
any maiſter the King te further you in your negotiation, 
1 would haue entredinto the action. with you : whereas 
now I can but moue the Pope 2s your friend.Yet hearin? 
that they were impriſoned without any audience giucn, 
he went vntothe Pope, and told him, that in the ims- 
priſoning of theſe two men , he had done that , where- 

"no example conld be ginen in any age. Foy { fulth he) 
if they had come in their owne names , they ad aiſcr- 
wed to be heard : but now comming in the names of (6 
any , and to ve impriſoned unheard , is ſuch az 
example as neuer was ſeene >, Thereſore-> I ve- 
feech your Holineſſe , gine them audience . Where- 
pon the Pope promiſed that they ſnouid vaue 
audience + And thus be departed . But forth- 
with commeth the. Spaniſh Embaſſadour ( ſus 
borned by Parſons,) and diſſwadeth the > Pope _- 
from that he had fromiſed : ſaying that theo two 
XXX 3 | 


: oe eG i a OI UI SIE 
” 


_—_— — i. 


ſe 


THE EP - afr Jogk 
Prieſts were [editious: and for that cauſe came to ſow ſe. 
ait - = further ſaid 4b if he would —_ 
audience, inſo doing he would alicuate his maiſter the 
Spaniſh king from his affection to his Holineſſe. Herea- 
pon he denyed them audience againe . T he ſecond time 
the French Ambaſſadour came and vraed as before: 
and againe audience was granted: which being knowne 


wnto the leſuits, they procured the ſaid Spaniſh Ambaſ- 


ſador tocome againe to diſſwade the Pope: aff irminz 


that it was a matter of greater importance then he cocet- 
wed: and that he ſhould not gine them audience, if he in- 
ded to entertaine his maiſters good will. By this meanes 
they were excluded from doing their meſſage, caſt in pri- 


ſon, cruelly handled, inſtice violated , all lawes broken 


af God and man, and the Arch-pricſt violently intruded 

pox vs: the Popes Holineſſe nor any other competent 
tudge wnder him, neuer as yet hearing of the matter nor 
of the egregious cogerie, pretudice, and blaſphemie 4. 
zainſt the See Apoſtolicke , and the ſacred. Maieſtie of 
ory Soueraizne, and all other Princes, and Prelates abn- 
ſed by this meanes. 

T his then is the point we all do ſtand vpon: [cilvohe. 
ther the premiſes conſidered (notwithſtanding this new 
authoritie being forcibly , violently , and moſt iniuſtly 
foiſted in as you heave, onely, wholly and abſolutely for 


none other end but toaduance the Teſuits * to byix Tm the 


Spaniard to populate, waſt and deſtroy this whole Iſle: ) 
ought they the foreſaid ſecular Prieſts tooppoſe them. 
Bo azainſt the Archprieſt and Teſuits, on the behalfe 


of the whole Charch,and Enelands common wealth, or 
not? or to croſſe theſe traitors, and their vnnaturall de. 
frenments, and to labour to draw you all (deare Cathy. 
: lhe, 
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likes deluded, couſencd, and mightily blinded and de. 
cerned by them) from under their bondage, their inuei- 
line, inticements: and the indangering of your owne 
both bodies and ſoules amongſt them: or elſe to let them 
haze their ſwinge:you your wils,and both your ruines? 
This ts the only offence the Jeſuites charge the ſecular 
Pricſts withall:that they will not conſent to their onna.- 
tnrall attempts, for —_— trechcrics,rebellicns,and 
conſþiracies:wherein themſelucs being entanzled and 
plun 20d ouer head and eares, they ſet you on like madade 
dezs, to barke, bite, and dcuonre your deare ghoſtly fa- 
thers and friends, for not yeelding to your deſtruttion, 
T his is the ſcandale: the contempt and notorins drfobe. 
dience,you heare ring out, in enery court and corner, 
that the ſecular Priefl bane merited: for not allowing 
of a traiterons Arch-prieſt, ſet vp in preiuaice of the 
See eApoſtolike, and the common wealth of this land: 
to att theſe ſeditions leſuites, and their Hiſpanized fa. 
Hons deſiznements. And hence it commeth, that his 
great mai#ters, his apparitours, ſummoners, purſiuants 
and brokers, the Ieſuites and their ſubietts, do leane out 
nothing , that may moue you to condemne, contemne, 
and hate Priefts and priefthood, in the ſecular Clear- 
gie. Here hence it commeth , that their lay brothers, 
ſeruants and waſſalles , their Car. their Cage : 
and many their baſer and meaner companions, tearme 
Prieits, malecontents, factions, ſeditions, irreligionus, 
Apoitataes : nay knanes, villaines, and rebels (foy- 
ſooth) to prince George Blackwell, or king Henric 
. Garnet , or emperour Robert Parſons , which you 
pleaſe: for rebellion hath a relation to ſome Maiedtie, 
#7 11nit which they the ſaid rebels doriſe. But yet al theſe 
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vritrazes, and many other ſuch reprochfull indiguities, 
or any other point or matter that may be pretended in 
their behalfe notwithſtanding: for as much as we the 
ſayd ſecular Prieſts , were contented to tollerate , winke 
at, beare withall , and put vp with patience all the Teſui- 
ticall ſlanders,abuſes, obloguies, reproches, and what a0t 
inzarious, malicions , enuons, calummniation offered by 
them,untill ( een miraculouſly ) by the T:ſuits procure- 
nent, it came totriall, whether they or we , or both, 
were traytours to God or man : wntill that time we ae- 
wer ſhewed diſebedience in act , word, or thought , tg 
their CArchprieſt (though canſe inough we had , we- 
acr to haue yeelded any obedience wnto him : ) yer, 
aow in regard of the premiſes, ſetling all other taſl oc. 
caſions on the behalfe of Goas Church , and the See A- 
poslolike aſide , though no appeale had bene, we all of 
the ſecular Cleargie (called the faction of the ſeditions 
Teſuiticall fattion indeede ) voa voce , do witerly 

i{claime and renounce from our hearts, both CArch- 
prieſt and Teſuits , as arrant traytours vnto their 
Prince and countrey : whom to death , we will ne- 
wer obey : no, if the Popes Holineſſe ſhould charge 
vs to obey in this ſenſe, to advance an enimie to 
the Engliſh Crowne , we would were yeeld to it : 
as byno lawof nature , of natiozs , or of man , tobe 
compelled thereunto : no more then to commiit 4- 
dulterie , inceſt , or to murther our ſelues , our chil. 
” dren , our parentes,&c. CAnd if this be tearmed 
diſobedience ( to our ſuperiour Maiſter Blackwell, 
as nothing elſe in the world they haue to ſay ) which 
hath merited ſogreat hatred towayds ws all that be ſecu- 
lar Prieſtes : then will we from hencefoorth warne all 


b our 
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enr ghoſily children , whereſoeuer we come, to beware 
how they receiue any of thoſe ſurmiſed, obedient , ſediti- 
045 , ſlaunderons, and traiterous leſuits into their hon- 
ſes: or how they keepe company with any of that vnna- 
turall faction, the - <2 enemies to their Prince, theiy 
countrie, their owne fleſh and blood, and to you all 
(deare Catholikes ) ſeduced by them to worke your 
. owne deſtruction. | 
Whercas therefore (deare Catholikes) many of you « 
do account vs diſobedent: true it is, that we are ſo, and 
world to God that you were ſo too likewiſe. You inferre 
herenpon, that we are factions , [editions rebels, make. 
contents, ſchiſmatickes , ec. but therein you do belye 
Vs, calummniate and ſlaunder ws, by falſe ſuzgeſtions of 
the Ieſuits, put into your greene ignorant, paſſionate,af. 
fedtionate , indiſcreetly Jealous heads. Diſobedient we 
are to the diuell and all his inſtrumentall vſurpate an- 
thorities : becauſe obedient to God,, and all thoſe that 
zonerne and lzue in authoritie by and vnder him. Diſo: 
bedient we are to the Archprieſt as an vſurper on the be. 
halfe of the Catholike See of Rome: becauſe obedient to 
Queene Elizabeth as our lawfull Soweraizne on the be. 
halfe of the common wealth of Enzland: diſobedient we 
are in cauſes temporall to Maiſter Blackwell , becauſe 
hu authoritie, (if he haue any) extends onely to vs im 
cauſes Eccleſraſticall. Diſobedient we are for the honour 
of Priezthood to the Ieſutticall, proud, ambitious , aſpt- 
ring, arrogant, haughtie commannas: becauſe obeatent 
to the auncient Apoitolicall, Catholike, Romiſh, Eccle- 
ſraſticall precepts. Diſobedient we are in not yeelding to 
the Ieſuiticall Arch-priefts mocke-lawes, of innonation 
made (perhaps ignorantly) by him at Father Garnets 
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commund, ſuzgeſtion,or taſiruc{ions, hetauſe vbedhient 
10 the Catholtke Church, hey lawes,cnſtomes, decrees Cv 
ractiſe. Diſovedieut we areto him and them ,- as the 
Catholikes of Germanie were to Tohn of Leyden the A- 
nabaptſticall king of Alunſter: as the Catholikes of 
Aſſricke were to Donatus : as thoſe of Alexandria 
were to Arius: as Chrift and his Apoſtles, were tothe 
prozd Phariſees: becauſe 1n ail points of obedience we 
ſecre 10 imitate our Lord and maiſter , and all thoſe his 
Catholike ſeruants, like as the Teſrats imitate the Dona- 
tiſts, Phariſces,c>c.who ſeparated themſelues: the lat- 
ter [70m oty Santour, the former from his Church : hol. 
ding an opinion, that the tyue Churchwas only amoneſt 
119m: 4s 172.4 fort the Teſuits do « firſt, by ſeparating the- 
eles in Wisvich [rom the reſt of their brethyen, or rd- 
ther their fathers the rewerend ancient ſecular Prieſts, 
that had bene priſoncys for their Ca thol;ke relizioa and 


. profeſsion, ſome of them aboue twentie yeares , ere ener 


theſe Puritane Ieſuits came amonzſt them : and after by 
ſollowing the ſame courſe in putting ſcruples into your 
heades, that you may wot in any wiſe come at vs , or ci. 
mmiunicate with Vs in any ſacrament. And ſo are theſe 1e- 
ſaits become right Donatiſts 1n reſemblance, howſocucy 
th:y prone when they come to triall. Toconclude (dear 
C2:yolikes) difovenient weare for your ſakes , that you 


fhould not be ſeduced by Phariſiſme, hypocriſie ; and 


pirnſivle perſwaſronsto your owne deſtruition: that your 


poſteritie ſhald not be extirpate and led captineas bond. 
[lanes into ferreiene lands: that hey Mazeſtze and the 
preſent State ſhould aot cut you off as abettors , ay- | 
ders, fautors,and furthereys of the Teſuits treafons, con. 
ſpiracies, and plots caſt for inuaſion of this land : that 
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youfhould either die like Catholthes for your religion, or 
elſe line naturally till God appoint the houre : and that 
you ſhould not ftlaine Catholike religion' with treaſon, 
zzoy the Romiſh ſupremacie with Geneuian popularitie, 
nor religious thoughts with irreligioas aſpires + nor yet 
Engliſh tnnate loyaltic, with Teſuiticall conſpizacie of a 
Spaniſh inuaſion to be made by your mzeames:that al hope 
of our countyies coxnerſion ſhotd aot ve quite taken away. 
For what hath the word to dowith the ſword , theprea- 
cher with the pike,the afflacied C atholike Pricft with the 
Prince his aff aires:that we jhozld be the cauſe(in a ſort 
by our connuence,conſent or ſclezice,to brinz our natiue 
countrie all ito convuſtion, deſert, and defola tion,as 4 
lazd forſaken: and ihat you ſhould not ſay another day, 
Becauſe he was a man of God, a Cathol:te aunoynted 
Pricft, we therefore did beleene him that he would 101 
haue decerned vs: which if he hadaot : or if hc had told 
' vs how to direct ourintentions : if the Catholike feculay 
' Prieſts had inftrufted the laytiein theſe points of Tefut- 
tifzze: if the plots caft by the ſeaitions, had bene knowne 
unto vs, we would all hane renounced the lefuiticall & 
Spaniſh faction long agone.T hat therefore you ſhall z0t 
haue cauſe to curſe vs, nor your innocent bloud tocr; a- 
gatnſt vs, together with the Teſnites that han? alreadic 
brought you into a fooles paradiſe of Fealous aſpires:r0r 
your poſteritie bewaile our ſilence, whiles any Enzlifh 
vloud regzaines aline: this is the cauſe of ory breach,and 
herein haue wedo we, wil we be diſobedient to death. 
Nener ſhall our adaerſaries be able to upbraide vs or 
lain our Prieſtly function and Cathol.profe{sion with a 
Caluinian,or a Buchananian,or Cartwrightin;or 4 gr 
uf Puritanian popularity,whichis the only mark the 
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vs,for any bill exhibited by vs 0# our meanesyVirher 
hizh court of Parliament : for any alteration & change | 
of the ancient lawes and cuſtomes,which both Puritanes 
and eſtits do greedily gape after and labour for. Neuer 


ſhall any Prince, people, or nation point at vs : for trat- 


tors,unnaturall,diſloyall falſe harted,unkind,inerate- 
' full Enzliſhmen : laugh wvsto ſcorne , and worthily re- 


rect ws : after they haue had the ſacke and pox of onr 
countrey, by our meanes .Nener ſhall allthe arifts, plots, 
and deniſes , the _ or yet the dinell himſelfe can in- 
went, bring vs to be in the predicament of treaſon, trea- 
chery, pier: I aſpires and p_—_—_ with them. 
Nener ſhall the Catholike Church or common-wealth 
of Enzland find ſo wicked a member as a Wolſey, 
a Parſons, a Creſwell, 4 Garnet, a Blackwell a- 
mongft thoſe , whom you (deare Catholikes ) account of 
as reprobates,malecontents, Atheiſts , and of God forſa- 
ken . Nemer ſhall the child of any Peere, Noble or Lord 
of, or in this land ſay : a ſecular Prieſt ( tearmed indi? 
cretely by you deare Catholikes , one of the fattion ) was 
cauſe of my ruine, and onerthrow of my honorable fa- 
ther, houſe, bloud, and name : which may beſayd , and 
wlll be proned by ſundry examples againſt the Puri. 


 ranes and Ieſuits , aſwell contuntt as apart . Neuer ſhall 


wy Royall Lady of the Court , maide of honor or dam- 
ſell of rare aſpeet,qualities indowments or graces,diftill 
the accentes of their ſorrowes,in heceades of cares,carkes 
and griefes, led away as wines or concubines to baſe vil. 
laines, ſmaggcring miſſhapen ſwads , and common ſoul. 
diers of forraine nations by our meanes . Neuer ſhall any 
Noble or generous hart be puld downe,noy their ancient 
inheritance,armes,and patrimonie be taken from them: 

nor. 


Genſatand aber iomat 

nor tHempemnes: ana ther poſterity , ve maar captines, 
bond-ſlanes or. underlin ge ———_ _— 
by our procurement . Neuer ſhall the Angels faces , the 
flower of Englanas youth, the beauty of Britanes Oceazi 
be appald zmpaired , ouer-clouded , with a ſteepe downe 
ſhower of ſtormy ſorrowes , by our vnnaturall attempts, 
plots and aeniſes. Neuer ſhal the Vermilion bluſh of Eng- 
liſhwirzins, the womanly modeſt looke of mariedwife, 
or the ancient matron-like countenance , of any widdow 
within the Ile of Albion be py and made com- 
201 to the abortiues- of the hote Spaniſh clime by our 
doings . Neuer ſhall any tender mother curſe , or ſweete 
babe weepe , or any hand wrine , or heart hurle out 
woleys of ſighes in teares : nor any mothers child haue 
cauſe to-ſay , had Iwiſt , when it is too late , by our 
wretched means. Neuer ſhall any mans, or womans Am 
gell be offended: nor Saint grieued - nor ſoule. puniſhed: 
or paſſe to Purgatorie: 'and much leſſe to hell by our 
meanes, to curſe ws for enermore,as many thouſands ſhal 
by the Teſuits intended bloudie innaſion, the good and 
bad beinz cut of all together thereby, and many a griſly 
ghoſt damned for ever: which (to ſpeake ad hominem 
morally) would haue bene ſaued, if we had kept the _ 
ftles courſe , for conner(ion of countries . And if theſe 
things (deare Catholikes,) do offend you (and for nothing 
elſe in the world it is in effett that we are holden for diſo- 
. beatents, ) yet pardon ws for telling\you as a ſpeciall point £ 
of your dutie, and of meere good will , what daunger you 

: ftard in, and not you alone but we all: neither we all only, 

. but all youx poſteritie, and our ſucceſſors to the world's 
end. If to young men and women,eſpectally ſernarts, ard 


thoſe that haue little or nothing to line pon , my ſpeech 
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feeme nthankfidl : yetto you Lovds, Eadifs, and Gen: 
tiles,of the more flayd grane,better,worthier, and wiſer 
ſort : to you Thope , this paſſage will be gratefull, and 
make you more wary,what ſeruants you keepe abort you, 
and how they are affected to the ſecalay Priefis or Teſuits, 
as they are Catholikes,and to their conntrey a9 State, as 
they are Enzliſh : and to both , as they arc of common 
{exce, in conceining of i things , enen as they are indeed, 
oyd of affettion,and all partion dome. 0z2!y this much 
hauc I fayd to jhew : firſt my deepe aefire of your welfare 
(dear Cathoalikes ) in gonerall , both inbody andſoule, 
then togineyor to underſtand m part, what it is, which 
the {ecular Priefts intend, by this enſurne diſcourſe: to 
wit, nothing elſe but to lay open unto you the traiteroms 
prad7ifes of the Teſuits agarnit hey Maieſty ber kingdom, 
and our contrey,undeptaken by them of puxpoſe to haue 
brought them all under the tyranmcatl yoke of the 
bloudy Spaniards , by pretence of aduancing the Catho- 
like Romane faith : that thereby the true cauſes (indeed) 
of her Maieſties lawes and proceedings 4 2ainſt Catho- 
thes, might beno longer defamed with infamy, and le- 
ſutticall moſt ſhanefull reproches , publiſhed tothe world 
in dinerſe of their diſcourſes and l;bels further then they 
haue deſerued: and withal! to gine you warning by way 
of inſ;anation , what we are to looke jor at their hands 
int time to come, if they be not repreſ{cd or prenented : as 
alſo 14 all friendly faithfull,and Catrolike maner to ad. 
moniſh you : that you looke well before you leape into 
theſe,and all other the like practiſes - and that you benot 
hereaficr {o heady in your cenſures, ſpeeches, and Procee- 
dings,either againſt hcr Mateſty, the preſent State, your 
whole countrey,and vs your ancicat ghoſtly fathers,the 
ſecular 


feeular Priefls, as heretofore many of you by falſe perſw:- 
ſrons hane bene. | 

Andlaft of all hane Tſet downe this preamble in fleas 
of an Epiſtle, that thrs ſo fruitfulla lavour and paine: 
taken by my brethren comming to my hands, ſhould not 
paſſe naked {700 me without 4 Preface agreeing to ihe 
matter : as none other ſhall, which may either ; rofit you 
(deare Catholikes to know of : or cleare 4. ſecular 
Clearzy ) againſt the Teſuiticall calumniaticn azd ſlan- 
der. And ſoin all good wiſhes healih,and happineſſe UR- 
to you,and fauorable cenſure to be ginen to theſe of their 
and 7 faithfull mndenors : I commit you all, and our 
common cauſe to Gods holy proteition , and my ſelſe to 
your devout prayers, | 


Yours all,as you fauour our Catholike 
Romane Church, and the weale 
publike of our natiue land, 
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Important conſiderations which ought 


to mooue all true and ſound Catholiques, 


who are not wholly Teſuited,to acknowledze with. 


out all zquiuocations , ambiguities, or ſhiftings, 
that the proceedings of her Mateſtie,and of the 


State with them, ſince the beginnms of hex 
 Highneſſe Razone, hawe bene both 
mild and mercfull, 


I G HT worthipfull and our 
very deare friends. Ve your 
IP auncient teachersandſpiritu- 
- Y all Fathers, the ſecular Prieſts 
-\ in England, that ſundry years 

\C4 for your ſakes, haue endured 
MFOUS many calamitics, but cannot 
frame our ſelues to the new Icſuiticall faftion, that 
beareth ſo great a ſway with you: are cuery where 
amongſt you accountedſimple perſons: men deſti- 
tute of the ſpirit of gouernment: without all pollt- 
cie and prouidence, ignorant pilots, how to caſt a- 
bout withour ſhips in ſudden guſts or ſtormes:not 
trainedvp in the managing of great affaires, and 


farre vnmeete (God wot) to take ypon vs the gui- 
ding of ſoules, All which diſgraces, in the ſenſe 


they are imputed vnto vs, we take in good part, 
whether they proceede from gan 1 or from 
your Spaniſh Statiſts, that can workk,wonders, or 


from youboth:and we muſt os is , that if 


2 
their courſes, cicher formerly taken, ortillnten- 
ded for the reeſtabliſhing of the Catholike faith in 
this kingdome, be good,ours docome farre ſhort 
of that pitch: and wellyou may thinke, as alreadic 
you haue (in your wiſedomes) cenſured our weak- 
neſſe, and indged of vs. Howbeit, as yet by your 
good patience, we muſt be bold to reioyce inour 
ſimplicitie,and to confeſle in direct tearmes, and 
ſo tell you plainely, and wiih you allto marke it 
well: that,poſtcriores cogttationes ſolent efſe ſapientis- 
res, Experience is ſaid to be the miſtreſle of fooless 
but ſhe is no fooliſh miſtrefle. The Ieſuitical plots 
for the reſtoring of religion in this land, by trea- 
ſonsor inuaſtons, arcnot ſandtified or bleſſed by 
the hand of God, Some of vs the auncienter ſort of 
prieſts , have euer miſliked theircourſes herein: 
and many other we know are of the ſame iudge- 

- ment. The old approoued pathes of our forcta. 
thers, (when men haue beaten their braines tothe 
vttermoſt) will alwaies prooue the beſt, Nouelties 
and fine deuifes of buſte and vnquietheads, are, 
but as May-flowers that are gone in Iune;they may 
carric a faire ſhew,burrthey will not continue. The 
auncient manner of planting the Carholike faith, 
bath bene by preaching, prayers,priuate inſtruCti- 
ons, confeflions,abſolutions,and bythe exerciſing 
of other prieſtly functions, giuen ad edificationen 
208 ad deſtrudtionem , to teach obedience, not re- 
bellion:to fill mens hearts with joy and peace, by 
the inward working of the holy Ghoſtz and not to 
feede them with hopes of inuaſions and trecheries, 
withthe Moonſhine in the water,&follies,or with 


prepo- 
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—_— cogitations, to thinke they may ex. 
pett for figges from thiſtles , or that men may do 
euill, that good may come of it, As ſimple prieſtes 
as you eſteemevs, yet this we tell you, that we are 
not ignorant ofthe Machinilean rules,which your 
Rabbies practiſe : nor of their wild-geeſe races, 
wherein they hauc runne themſelues out ofall ho- 
neſt breath, But we know them , not to imbrace 
them (we thanke God)but to diſcloſe rhem,or ra- 
ther co acknowledge them for wicked ( being dif- 
cloſed too apparantly alreadic to our hands:) that 
you in time might eſchue them, (if youwill be ad- 
uiſed by vs) and allthe world at the length may 
bearevs witneſſe, how much we deteſt them from 
our hearts, and abhorre them. Whileſt we had a- 
ny hope, that theſe politicall Fathers (as they ioy 
tobe tearmed) would at the laſthaue reclaimed 
themſelues, and growne more tractable and mo- 
deratein their deſignements againſt our Soueraign 
and Natine countrey: we werefilent in reſpect of the 
common cauſe,and very well content to vndergo 
many inconueniences and miſeries , which we 
mighthaue auoyded( as we are perfwaded) if we 
had fooner opened our ſelues, and profeſied our 
ſaid deteſtation of fuchtheir, no way prieſtly , but 
very irreligious courſes : whereby the Stare hath 
bene moſt tuſtly irritated and prouoked againſt vs, 
For when we conſider on the one fide, whatwe 
know our {clues, concerningthelawes-made of [a- 
ter yearcs, with the occaſions of them , and like- 
wiſc as touching theproceedings ofthe S7ate here, 
fincethe beginning of her —_ raigne, aſivell 

I] 


againſt vs that are Prieſts, as allo againſt otherCa- 
tholikes of the laytie: and do find on the other ſide, 
what practiſes, vnder the pretence of religion, 
haue Lhe ſet on foote, for the vtter ſubuerſion 
both of the 2weexe and of her kingdome: andther- 
with furthercall to mind, what ſundrie Ieſuites 
and men (wholly for the time or altogether) ad- 
dicted toleſuitiſme, haue written and publiſhed 
ro the world in ſundry Treatiſes, not onely againſt 
theſaid lawes and courſe of juſtice, but in like fort 
_ againſt her chiefe Counſellers, and (which excee- 
deth all the reſt) againſtthe royall perſon 'of her 
Maieſtie, her honor , Crowne, and moſt princely 
_ Scepter:it may in our opinions be rather wondred, 
that ſo many Catholikes of both ſorts, are left a- 
| line inthe Realme to ſpeake of the catholike faith, 
then that the Szare hath proceeded withvs from 
| time to time,as it hath done. It may ſeemeſtrange 
4 to ſome, that theſe things ſhould proceede from 
i. vs that are Prieſts : but diuerſe of you can beare vs 
witneſſe, that they are nonew conceits, bredin vs, 
by reaſon ofthe oppoſition we haue with the Teſu- 
ites: and beſides no ſmall number of Catholikes 
' (as weare perlwaded) haue long expected this du- 
. tie atour hands: that thereby our allegiance and 
fidelitie to our 2weene and countrey might be the 
"* better teſtified , the hard opinion of vs mitigated, 
Wo our actions and profefſion of dutic better credited: 
70 the cauſe we ſtand for, moreregarded: andwe our 
ſelues (for our plaine dealin 2, andforthe good of 
the Church) might bethe better reputedof, and 
- eſteemed, or atthe leaſt in ſome ſort borne with 
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religion andtreafon, £5 IS 
Wewiſh with allour harts , (andgront every 
day atthe contrary) that her Maicſtic had continu- 
ed in her obedience tothe See Apoſtolick,as:Queen 
Mary her filter of famous memorie, hadletther 
a worrhie example : but ſceing that God for our 
{innes would haue itotherwiſe , we ought tohauc 
carriedourſelues in an other manner of courſe to- 
wards, her ,,ourtrue and lawfull. 2xccxe, and to- 
wards our countrie,then hath bene taken and pur- 
ſued by many Catholikes, but eſpecially by the 
Jeſuits. And therefore (aſwell to diſcharge our 
owneconſlciences, as toſatisfie many of you of the 
moderater ſort of Catholikes, according tothe old 
ſaying, Better late then neuer) we haue thought it 
our parts, (being her Highneſſe naturall born ſub- 
eas,) to acknowledge the truth of thecariage of 
matters againſt vs, and the apparant cauſes of it: 
that the blame may indeed, from point to point, 
light.and lie where it ought to do, and both fades 
beare no other then their owne -burthens,as the 
lawes both of God and man dorequire, It hereby 
her Maieſtic may in any ſort be appeaſed, and the 
Statefatisfied, our owne former courſes bettered, | 
andthe Realme ſecured , thatthe like ſhallneuer 
hereafter be attempted or fauoured by any of vs, 
but be revealed, if we know them, and withſtood, 
-ifthey be'enterpriſed ; withall our goods and our 
liues, euen.to our vttermoſt abilitie, be their pre- 
rences neuerlo faire, for religion, or what elſe can 
bedeuiſed: we ſhall thinke our ſelues happie, and 
P iy 


and tollerated,as men that do diſtinguiſh between 
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” 


willnotregardwhatall the malice and ſpite of the 


leſuits can worke or effeC againſt vs,” 

It cannot be denied, but that for the firſt renns 
yeares ofher Maieſties raigne, the ſtate of Catho- 
likes in England was tollerable ; and afrera ſore in 
ſome Kos quietneſſe, Such as for their conſcien- 
ces were impriſoned in the beginning ofher com- 
ming to the Crowne, were very kindly and merci- 
fully vſed , the ſtate of things then conſidered. 
Some of them were -appointed'to remaine with 
ſuch their friends, as they themſelites made choiſe 
of. Others were placed, ſome with Biſhops; ſome 
with Deanes; and had their diet at their tables, 
with ſuch-conuenient lodgings and walkes for 
their recreation, as did well content them. They 
that were inthe ordinaric priſons,had ſuch liberty 
and other comodities,as the places would afftoord, 
not inconuenient for men that were intheir caſes, 
But that our brethren of the more fierie and Teſui- 
ticall humour may not ſnuffe hereat : we have 


thoughtit mecttocoole their heate, withſome of 


Maiſter Parſons, and his fellow Maiſter 'Crefwels 


moregentle delayes ,:(then arc vſuall withthem:) 


whoin one oftheirbookes, do confeſſe as muchin 
effect, as here we haue ſetdowne,ifnot moretthus 
theſe greatEmperor-like Teſuites do ſpeake toher 
Maieſtie, 1z the beginning of thy kingdome thou didfſt 
teale ſomthing move gently with Catholikes:mone were 
then urged by thee, or preſſed either to thy ſect,or to the 
Aeniall of their faith. All things (indeede) did ſeem to 
proceedein a farre milder courſe : no great complaints 
were beard of: there were ſeene no extravrdinarie con- 


tentions 


| 


| 


tentions or repugnuncics, Sore therewere that to pleaſe 
and zratifie you, went to your churches. But when af- 
terwarads thou diddeſt beginne towring them,cc. And 
when was that our great Montſciznenrs? Surely 
whenſocuer it was : (to anſwer for you) we our 
ſelaes ( certaine Catholikes of all forts) were the 
true cauſes of it. For whilſt her Maieſtie andthe 
State dealt with the Cathojikes, as you haue heard, 
(which was full eleuenyeares, no one Catholike 
being called in queſtion of his life , for his conſci- 
ence, all that time:) confider with vs, how fome of 
our profeſſion proceeded with them . Her High- 
neſle had ſcarcely felt the Crowne warme vpon her 
head, but it was challenged from her, by ſome of 
her neighbours, as Maiiter Saunders noterh. The 
French wete ſent into Scotland to do ſomewhar, 
you may be'ſure.: which concerned her Maieſiic 
(the circumſtances conſidered) to looke vnto, 
Afterwards certaine matters were vndertaken by 
her Maieſticin Fraznce: and theaffaires in Scorland 
did ſo proceede,as that the 2reerethere was com- 
pelled 1567. to flie into Er-g/and,where fora great 
time, ſhe was very honorably entertained, her li- 
bertie onely excepted. But with theſe matters, 
what had we todo, that were either Prieſts orprie 
uate men? Ifeither Frannce or Scotland, had cauſe 
to repire or complaine , ſome of thoſe Nations 
might haue done, written , and ſpoken as jt had 
pleaſed them, Irlittletecame either Maifter Sauz- 
ders (otherwiſe an excellentman, ) or M aiſter Par- 
ſons, or any other of our owne Nation, tohauec in» 
termedled with thoſe _— or to write as they 
Ju) 
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haue very offenfiuely done in dinerſe of their 
bookes and treatiſes; to what purpoſe we know 
nor: except it were to ſhewtheir malice, to diſho« 
nour their owne countrie ,/as much as lay in them, 
and to moue apreater diſlike in the State of all that 
be Catholikes, then before theyhad, Kings ever 
hauc had, and will haue theirplots and practiſes 
for their owne fafeties: it being as inconuenient 
in their pollicie, for one Prince by his might ro 0- 
uertop. another , as it js amongſt rhe principal! 
members of ournaturall bodies ,for one member 
ro ſwell or grow too great abotte his dne proporti- 
on. Happie had we Catholikes bene at this day , if 
theſe men being prieſts, had neuer troubled them- 
ſelues with State-marters , which they haue' ma- 
naged, as Phaeton did his fathers chariot : very 
greatly to our preiudice, Let them pretend neuer 
ſo great skill in a A. of kingdomes ord. 
ne ad Deum:they haue certainly dealt with ours or- 
dine ad Gehennam. 


But this is not all which the State may iuſtly 


| challenge vs for. In the time of our faid peace, and 


vpon the comming into Fzzland of the Queene 
of Scots , whilſt her Maieftie of Ezland and the 
State were buſted, as partly you hacchinl before: 
it pittierhour hearts, to ſee and reade, whathath 
bene printed and publiſhed our of 7raly in the life 
ofPius Duintus cocerning his Holineſle indeuors, 
ſtirred vp by falſe ſuggetftions to ioyne with the 
king of Sparne: for the vrter ruine and ouerthrow 
both of our Prince and countrey. Would to God 
ſuchthings had neuer bene enterpriſed. and moſt 
| of 
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9 
of all, that they had neuer bene printed , Wethat 
haue ſome skill with our pens, preſume too inuch 
a great deale , vpon our owne wits. VVhat good 
the mentioning of theſe points can bring to the 
Church, we ſeenot : but ſure we are, it hath done 
much hurt, and giuen our common enemies very 
great aduantage againſt vs, For now it is viſually 
obiected vnto vs, by euery one of any reach, when 
we complaine of ſome hard dealings towards vs; 
Yea, ſay they (very well good maitlters) were you 
not in quiet? VVhothen gaue the caulc that you 
were troubled? When her Maicitie vied you kind- 
ly: how trecheroufly was ſhe dealt with by you? 
Didnot Ps 2unt,practile her Maieſtics fubuer- 
ſton: ſhe (good Lady) never dreaming of anyſuch 
miſchiete? Was nor one Rover? Ridolphi, a gentle- 
man of Florence ſent hither by the Pope(vnder co- 
lour of merchandize) to ſollicite a rebellion > Did 
not P45 2uintws moue the king of Spazxe to ioyne 
in this exploite, for the better ſecuring of his owne J. 
dominions in the low Countries 2 VVas notthe 
Bull denounced againſt her Maieſtie, that carrieth 
ſo faire apreface ofzeale, andpaſtorall dutic : de. 
uiſed purpoſely, to further the intended rebellion, 
for the depriuing of her Maicſtie from her king- 
dome? Had not the Pope and king of Spazre aflig- 
ned the duke of Norfolke, to be theheadof this re. 
bellion?Did not the Pope giue order to X/40/phi,to 
take 150000.crownesto ct forward this attempt? 
Was not ſome of that money ſent for Scot{ard:and 
ſome deliuered to the ſaid Duke? Didnot king P/. 


lip at the Popes inſtance, determine to ſendthe * * 


C 


10 
Duke of 4a into England with all his forces in 
the lowe Countries, to afſiſtthe Duke of Norfolke? 
Are all thele things true, and were theynot then 
in hand, whilſt her Maieftie dealt ſo mercifully 
with you? How can you excuſe theſe def1gnments : 
ſo vnchriſtian, ſo vnprieſtly, ſo trecherous * and 
therefore ſo vnprincelike > VV hen we firſt heard 
theſe particulars, we did not belecue them: but 
would haue laid our liues they had bene falſe : bur 
when we ſaw the booke , and found them there: 
Ged is our witneſle, we were much amazed: and 
can ſay no more: but that his Holineſſe was mif-in- 
formed, and indire&tly drawne to theſe courſes. - 


Butto proceed: it being vaknowne to the State 


what ſecret matters were in hand againſt them, 
both at home and beyond the ſeas: the Catholikes 
here continued in ſort ,as before you haue heard! 
till che ſaid rebellion brake foorth in the North, 
1569.4little before Chriſtmaſle: and that it was 
knowne that the Pope had excommunicated the 
Butene, and thereby freed her ſubiets (as the By/ 
importeth) from their ſubiefion. And then there 
followed a great reſtraint ofthe ſaid priſoners: but 
none of them were put to death vpon that occaſt- 
on : the ſword being then onely drawne againſt 
ſuch Catholikes,as had riſen vp actually into open 
rebellion. Wherein we cannot ſee what her Maie- 
[tie did, that any Prince in Chriſtendome inſuch a 
caſe, would nothaue done.” And as touching the 
ſaid Bull, many both Prieſts and lay Catholikes 
haue greatly wiſhed, that ithad never bene de- 
creed, denounced, publiſhed,or heard of, For we 
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areperſwaded,that the Pope was drawne thereun- 
to,by falſe ſuggeſtions of certaine vndiſcreet tur: 
bulent perſons: who pretending tohim one thing, 
had another drift in their heads for their owne ad- 
uancement, And therefore we haueeuer accomp- 
red of it, as a ſentence procured by ſurreption: 
knowing it to be no vnuluall thing with the Pope, 
through indirect meanes and factious heads,to be 
often deceiued in matters of fact :as we now find 
it, in the ſetting vpof ournew Arch-prieſt, 

Now vpon all theſe occaſions , her Maieſtie be- 
ing moued with great diſpleaſure, called a Parlia- 
ment in the thirteenth yeare of her raigne 1571. 
wherein a law was madecontaining many bran- 
ches, againſtthe bringing into this land, atter that 
time, otany Bulsfrom Rome, any Aznus Dei,Crol- 
ſes or Pardons: andagainſt all manner of perſons, 
that ſhould procure them to be ſo brought hither, 
with many other particularities thereunto apper- 
taining. VVhich law althogh we hold itto betoo ri- 
gorous, and that the pretended remedie exceeded 
the meaſure of the offence, either vndutitully gi- 
uen, or in iuſtice to haue bene taken:yet we cannor 
but confeſle, as reaſonable men, that the State had 
great cauſe to make ſome lawes againlt vs, except 
they ſhould haue ſhewed themſelues careleſle tor 
the continuance of it. But be the law, as any would 
haue it neuer fo extreame: yer ſurely it mult be 
graunted, that the occaſions ofit weremoſt our- 
ragious: and likewiſe, that the execution of it was 
not ſo tragicall, as many fince haue written andre- 


portedof it. For whatſocuer was done againit vs, 
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either vpon the pretetice of that lawe, or of any 0- 
ther, would neuer we thinke haue bene attempred, 
hadnot diverſe other prepoſterous occaſions (be- 
ſides the cauſes of that lawe) daily fallen out a- 
moneſt vs: which procured matters to be vrged 
more ſeuerely againſt vs, | 
Intheyeare 1572. out commeth Maiſter Savy. 

ders booke ge wviſibili Monarchiaz wherein he taketh 
ypon him to ſet downe, how the Pope had ſent one 
Maiſter Mortoz and Maiſter VVebbe two Prieſts, be- 
fore the ſaid rebellion, to the Lords,andGentle- 
men inthe North: to excite them with their fol- 
lowers to take vp armes. And the rather to per- 
{wade them therunto, they ſignified vnto them by 
the Popes commandement, that her Maicſtie was 
excommunicated, her ſubic&s were releaſed from 
their obedience, and much more to that purpoſe. 
Likewiſe the ſaid Maiſter Sazzders doth iuſtifie the 
ſaid commotion, and aſcribeth the euillſucceſle ic 
had, to the overlate publiſhing of the ſaid Bull (ic 
being not generally knowne of till the yeare after, 
when Maiſter Feltoz had fetit ypon the Biſhop of 

Londons gate:) aftirming that if it had bene publi- 
ſhedtheyeare before,or when they were inarmes, 
the Catholikes :vould vndoubredly fo haue afliſted 
tiem (the ſaidRebels) as that they muſt (no que- 
ſion of it) haue prevailed againſtthe Qxeexe, and 
had certaine]y executed the ſajd ſentence art that 
time, for her depoſition from the Crown.Beſides, 
whereas the State inthe ſaid Parliament, had con- 

firmed the attainder ofthe chiefe perſons by name, 

that were as heads in the ſaid rebellion: and had 


bene 
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benein the field againſt her Highnes, M,Saunders 
(building caſtles in the aire amongſt his bookes,), 


doth too much magnifie the faid Rebels, rothe 
grcatdiſcredite ofthe church of Rozve, &his Holi- 
neſleaRions in ſuch wartters, they being men ar- 
raigned,condemned and executed by the auncient 
lawes of our countrie for high treaſon. This intol- 
| lerable& very vncatholike courſe thus held by di- 
uerſe,to the great offence of many good Carholiks 
of the graucr and diſcreeter ſort , and tothe great 
hinderance of our common cauſe; hath bene fince 
followed by M.Parſoas,and ſome of his fort, with 
no good diſcretion or forefight(God he knoweth) 
bragge theſe great States-men of their, impregna- 
ble wiſedome,and pollicie neuer ſo proudly. 
Furthermore , about the comming, out ofthe 
faid booke of M. Saunders.,:the whole plot before 
mentioned,of the Pope and the king of Spaine with 
the Duke of Norfolke for the difigheriting of her 
Maieſtie,and other intended miſchiefes, fell outto 
be fully diſcloſed, Afterwards within ſome foure or 
fiueycares, it was alſo commonly knowne to the 
Realme, what attempts were in hand by Maifſter 
Stukcley (aſſiſted with Maiſter Saunders and other 
Catholikes both Engli(h, Irith, and Iralian) for an 
enterpriſe by force in Ireland, vnderpretence to 
aduaunce the Catholike religion: which far thar 
time (through ſome defects) fucceedingnor, the 
Pope himſfelte in the yeare 1579. (abuſed ſtill by 


falſe pretences) did ſer forward that courſe, and | 


ſending thither certaine forces, M.Saunders (too 


much lcſuited)did thruſt himſelf in perſointo that 
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a&ion,as a Chiefe thighpatler, and to perſivade the 
Catholikes, when he/fhould' come into Ireland, 
to ioynewiththe Popes ſaid forces , for the better 
aſſiſting of certaine rebels , then in armes againſt 
their Seueraigne . Now whileſt theſe practiſes 
were in hand in 1re/and,Greeorythe thirteenth re- 


neweth the ſaid Bull of Pius. 2urntus and denoun- 


ceth her Maieſty tobe excommunicated, with in- 
timation of all other particulars in the former Bull 
mentioned , which was procured ( we doubt not ) 
by ſurreption: the falſe Teſuits (our countrimen) 
daring to attempt anything , by vntrue ſuggeſt. 
ons, and any lewd ſurmiſes , that may ferue their 
turnes. This ſtratageme accompliſhed ,& ground 
layd , whereupon they imagined to worke great 
matters: theſe good fathers (as the diuell would 
haveit) come into E»zland,andintruded them- 
ſelues into our harueſt;being the men in our con- 
ſciences (we meane both them and others of thar 
fociety , with ſome of their adherents) who haue 
bin the chiefe inſtruments of al the miſchiefes that 
haue bene intended againſt her Majeſty, ſince the 
beginning of her reigne, and of the miſeries, 
which we,or any other Catholiks,haue vpon theſe 


occaſions ſuſteined. Their firſt repaire hither was 


Anno 1580. when the Realme of 7reland was in 
great combuſtion : and then they entred: (v4. 
maiſter Campron the ſubiet , and maiſter Parſons 
the prouiticiall ) like a tempeſt, with ſundry ſuch 
oreat bragges, and challenges, as diverſe of the 
graueſt Cleargy then liuing in Ezgland (Door 
Watſon Biſhop of Lincolne and others ) did great- 


ly 
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ſy diſlike them, and plainly foretold,that(as things 
then ſtood) their. proceeding after that faſhion. 
wouldcertainly vrge the State,to make ſome ſhar. 
perlawes, which ſhould notonly touch them, bur 
likewiſe all others, both Prieſtes and"Catholikes, 
Vpon their arrivall ,'and after:the-faid bragges, 
maiſter Parſons preſentlytelltohis Teſuiricallcour- 
ſes: & ſo belaboured both himiſelfe and others in 
matters of ſtate , how he might ſet her Majeſties 
Crownevpon another head (as appegreth by a let- 
ter ofhis own toacertaine Earle,) thatthe Catho- 
likes themſelues, threatried to deliuer himintothe 
hands'ofthe Ciuill Magiſtrate,excepthe defiſted 
from ſuch kind ofpractiſes, ' ot 
- Intheſe tumultuous 8& rebellious proceedings 
by ſundry Catholikes, both in) Zzzz/and and Ireland, 
itcouldnot'be expected butthat the/ Pucererand 
the State: would be greatly:incenſed with: indig- 
nation againſt vs.VVe had (ſome of vs ) greatly ap- 
roued the faid rebellion: highly extolled there. 
bels , and pitifully bewailed their ruine and ouer- 
throw . Many of our affetions were knit to the 
Spaniard: and for our obedience tothe Pope;we all 
do profeſle it. The attempts both of the Pope and 
Spaniard failing inEngland:his Holineſſe,as atem- 
porall Prince ,diſptayed his banner in /re/and , The 
plot was to depriue hee Highneſle firſt from that 
kingdome ( if they could:) and then by degrees to 
depoſe her from this..In alltheſe plots none were 
more forward, then many of vs that were Prieſts, 
The layty, ifwe had oppoſed ourſeluesto theſe 
deſignments, would out of doubt Yhaue bene 0- 
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uerruledby vs. How many” men of onr caſling 
were addicted to theſe courſes, the State knew 
not. In which caſe /the preiniſes diſcreetly conſt- 
dered) there is no King,or Prince inthe world, dif- 
guſting he See of Rowc,and hauingeitherforce or 
mercall in him, 'thar would haue endured vs, if 
poſſibly he' could haue bene reuenged, burrather 
(as we thinke) haue vtterly rooted vs our of his rer- 
' ritories, as traitors andrebels both to him and his 
countrie. And therefore we may retoyce vntained- 
ly,that God hath bleſſed this kingdome with ſo 
gracious and mercitull a Soucraigne, who hath not 
dealt in this fort with vs. Aſfuredly it ſhe were a 
Catholike, ſhe might be accompred the Mirror of 
the world: but as ſhe is,both we and all other Ca- 
tholikes her naturall ſubics; deſcrueno longerrto 
liue, then we hereafter ſhall honor her from our 
hearts, obey her in all things ({o-farreas poſlibly 
we may,) pray for her proſperous raigne and lon 
life: and to our powers detend and prote@ bot 
her and ourcountrie againſt any whatſocuer, that 
ſhall by force ofarmes attempt to.damnifie either 
of them. For inthe ſaid garboiles, and very vndu- 
tifull proceedings, how hath her Highneſle dealt 
with vs? From the time of the faid Rebellion and 
Parliament, there were few aboue twelue , thatin 
tenne yeares had beneexccuted for their conſcien- 
ces (as we hold, although our aduerſaries fay for 
etreaſon:)) and of thoſe twelue ſome perhaps can 
hardly be drawn within our ocoinpt ile bene 
tainted with matters of rebellion. The moſt ofthe 
ſaid number, were Seminaric Prieſts , who if they 

had 
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had come ouer into Fn2/and with the like intents, 
that ſome others haue done, might very worthily 
| haue bene vied as they wee. But in our conſcien- 
ces, nay ſome of vs do know it, that they were far 
from thoſe ſeditious humors: being men that in- 
rended nothing elſe but ſimply. che good of our 
country,and rhe conuerſton of ſoules. Mary to fay 
the truth,as we hauc confeſſed before: how could 
cither her Maieſty or the State know ſo much ? 
They had greatcauſe, as politicke perſons, to ſuf. 
pectthe worlt, 

Befidesto the further honor of her Maieſty we 
maynot omit.,that the States ofthe whole Realme 
aſſembled in parliamer A720 1576.,were pleaſed to 
paſle vs oucr,& madeno lawes agthat time againſt 
vs. The ancient priſoners that had bene reitrained 
more narrowly in the yeare 15 70. were(notwithita- 
ding the ſaidenterpriſes in /re/and)againe reſtored 
totheir former liberty, to cotinuewith their frieds 
as they had done before . Such as were not ſuſpe&t- 
ed to haue bin dealers or abettors in the ſayd trea.. 
ſonable aQtios,werevſed withthathumanity,which 
could wellbeexpected. But whenthe leluits were 
come, 8 that the State had notice of the ſard exc0o. 
 Mmunicatio,there was thE within a while a great al- 
reration. For ſuch were the leſuits proceedings, & 
with ſo great boldnes, as though all had bin theirs, 
&that the State ſhold preſently have bin chaged, 

Her Maieſty had feene what tollowed in her 
kingdome vpon the firſt excommunication : and 
was therefore in all worldly pollicy topreuent the 
like by the ſecond. + alſo of the State 
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was much increaſed by maiſter Sherwins anſweres 
- ypon his examination , abouc 8, moneths before 
_ the apprehenſion of Maiſter Campion, For being 
asked, whether the 2uegene was his lawfull Soue- 
raigne,norwithſtanding any ſentence of the Popes 
he prayed that no ſuch queſtion might be deman- 
ded of him, and would not further thereunto an- 
fer, Two or three other queſtions much to the 
ſame effe&, were likewiſe propounded vnto him, 
which he alſo rctuſed to anſwer . Matters now ſor- 
ting on this faſhion, there was a greater reſtraint 
of Catholikes, then at any time before, Many both 
Prieſts and Gentlemen were ſent inta the Ile of 
Elie and other places, there to be more ſafely kept 
and looked vnto, In 1azrarie following 1581, (ac- 
cording to-the generall compuration,) aprocla- 
mation was made forthecalling home of her Ma- 
ieſties ſubiecs beyondthe ſeas: (ſuch eſpecially as 
were trained vp in the Seminaries) pretending 
that they learned litle there , bur diſloyaltic: and 
that none after that time ſhould or Or re« 
leeuethem, with ſundricother points of very hard 
intendment towards vs. The ſame monerth alſo a 
| Parliament enſued, wherein a law was made agre- 
able in cffetro the faid proclamation , but with a 
more ſeuere puniſhment annexed. For it was ape- 
naltic of death, for any lefnite or Seminary Prieſt 
to repaire into Enzland, and for any toreceiue and 
entertainethem, which fell out according to 31- 
ſhop Watſons former ſpecches or pze<1is : what 
miſchief the Teſuirs wold bring v3 vs, Wecould 
here aſwell as ſome others haue done , ſhew our 
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diſlike with ſome bitterneſle ofthe ſaid law andpe- 
naltie.Bueto what purpoſe ſhould we do ſo? It had 
bene agood point of wiſedom in two or three per: 
ſons, that haue. taken thatcourſe to haue bene ſi- - 
Tent: and rather haue ſoughtby gentleneſſe and 
ſiveet cariage of themſelues to haue preuented the 
more ſharpeexecution of that law , then by exclai- 
mingagainſt it when it was too late, to haue pro- 
uoked the State to a greater ſcueritic againſt vs. 
Andtoconfeſſe ſomething to our owne difaduan- 
rage,andtoexculcthe ſaid Parliament:ifall the Se- 
minarie Prieſts then in Exz/and, or which ſhould 
after that time haue come hither, had bene of M. 
Aortons and M. Saunders mind before mentioned 
(when the firſt excommunication came out, )or of 
M. Saunders his ſecond reſolution, ( being then in 
armes againſt her Maieſtie in Irelapd;) or of Mai- 
ſter Parſons traiterous diſpoſition , both to our 
Queene and Countric: the ſaid law (no doubt) had 
carried with it a farre greater ſhew of wſtice. Burt 
that was theerrorofthe Szaze: andyet not altoge- ' 
ther ( for ought they knew) improbable , thoſe 
times being ſo full of manyvery daungerous de- 
ſignements and Iefuiticall practiſes. 
_ In this yearealſo, diuerſe other things fell out 
vnhappily towards vs poore Prieſts, and other the 
auer ſort of Catholikes , who had all of vs {ingle 
harts, and diſliked {no men more) of all ſuch faCti- 
ousenterpriſcs. For notwithſtanding the ſaid pro- 
clamation andlaw,Maiſter Heywood a leſuite came 
then into England , andtooke fo much vpon him, 


that Father Parſons tell out exceedingly with him: 
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and great troubles grew. amongſt Catholikes, 
by their brablings andquarrels.A ſynode was held 
by him the ſaid maiſter Heywood: andf{undry aun- 
cient cultomes were therein abrogated , tothe of- 
fence of very many . Theſe courſes being vnder- 
ſtood (after a ſort) by the State: the Catholikes & 
Priefts in Norfolke tele the ſmart of it, This ſommer 
alſo in Iuly,maiſter Camp:0z and other Prieſts were 
apprehended : whoſe anſweres vpon their cxami- 


nations, agreeing 1n efte& with maiſter Sherwins g 


before mentioned, did greatly incenſe the State, 
For amongſt other queſtions that were propoun- 
ded vmo them , this being one, v7, It the Pope 
do by his Bull or ſentence pronounce her Maieſty 
to be depriued,and no Jawfull 2xecre,and her ſub. 
es tobe diſcharged of their allegiance and obe- 
dience vnto her: and after ,the Popeor any other 
by his appointment and authority do inuade this 
Realme : which part would you take, or which part 
ought a good ſubicct of Zgland totake: ſome an- 
{ſwered, that when the caſe ſhould happen , they 
would then take counſel], what were beſt for them 
to do: Another, that when that caſe ſhould happen 
he would anſwer,& not before: Another, that for 
the preſent, we was not reſolued whatto doin ſuch 
acaſe: Another, that when the caſe happeneth, 

then he will anſwere: Another , that if ſuch depri- 

uation and inuafion ſhould be made foranymat- 

ter of his faich , hethinketh he were then bound to 

take part with the Pope. 

— Now,what King inthe world being in doubtto 

de inuaded by his enemies, & fearing that ſome of 


his 
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his ow ſubie&s were by indire&t meanes drawn”. 
*rather to adherevntotiem then tohimfelle:wuiid 
not make the beſt triall of them he could tor his 
better ſatisfa&tion , whom he might truſt ro? In 
which triall, ifhe foundany, that either ſhould — 
make doubtfull anſweres,or peremptorily attirme, \ 
that (as the caſe ſtood betwixt him and his ene- 
mies) they would leaue him their Prince and 
take part with them: might he not 1uſtly repute 
them for traytors, and deale with them according- 
P > Sure we are, that no King or Prince in Chri- 
endome, would like or tollerate any ſuch ſubie&s 
within their dominions, if poſſibly they could be 
r1d of them. 
| The duty we owe to our Soucraignes,doth not 
confiſt in taciturnity or keeping ww” Es Our 
ſelues ſuch allegiance as we thinke ſufficient to af- 
ford them but we are ( eſpecially when weare re- 
quired thereunto ) to make open profcilion of it, 
that we may appearc vntothem to be ſuch ſubies 
aswe oughtto be, and as they may relyevpon , it 
either their kingdomes or ſafeties be in hazard or 
danger. And we greatly maruel} , that any Teſuits 
ſhould be fo hard laced ( concerning the pertor- 
mance of their duties , towards the Fathers and 
Kings of thoſe countries where they werborne, 
and whoſe vaſſals they are) coniidering vnto what 
obedience , they tyc themſelues towards their own 
gencrall, prouinciall, and other gouernors : vnto ; 
whom they wereno way tied , but by their owne : 
conſents , andfor that it hathpleaſed them volun- 
tarily toſubmit themſelues vnto them, Ii aquare!] 
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{ſhould fall out: for example , betwixtthe Teſuite 
andthe Dominicans,it would ſeeme a very ſtrange 
matter tothe Prouinciall or generall of that ſoci- 
etic, to be driuen to be demaunded of a leſuit, 
which part he would rake. But therewith we hauc 
not to intermedle : only we wiſh, that whileſt they 
looke for ſo great ſubiefion at thoſe mens hands 
that be vnder them, they do not forget their owne 
allegiance towards their Soueraignes : of atthe 
leaſtſo demeane themſclues as we poore men( c- 
ucry way their equals, and as ſound Catholikes as - 
themſclues , that we gono further ) may nor be 
brought into hatred with her Maieſty, vato whom 
we profeſle all duty and true allegiance: let other 
men qualifiethe ſame as they liſt. 

Abour the time of the ouerthrow of the Popes 
forces in [reland: his Holincſle (by the falſe inſti. 

- gations of the Ieſuirs plotred with the King of 
Spaine, forthe afliſtance of the Duke of Guiſe, to 
enterpriſe vpon the ſudden, a very deſperate de- 
{1gnment againſt her Maieſty : and for the delivery 
and aduancementto the Crowne of the 2ueeneof 
Scotland, For the better efteAting whereof, Mer- 
doFa the Teſuit and Ledger for the King of Spaine 
in Exzland, ſet on worke ( a worthy Gentleman 
otherwiſe) one Maiſter Francis Throckmorton and 
diuerſe others, And whileſt the ſame was in 'ton- 
triuing (as afterwards maiſter Throckmorton him- 
ſelfe confeſſed 1 5 84.) the ſayd Ieſuiticallhumour 
had ſo poſſeſſed che hearts of ſundry Catholikes, as 
we do vnfcinedly ruc in our hearts the remem- 
brance of it , and are greatly aſhamed that any 
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perſon ſo intituled , ſhould euer haue bene ſo ex- 
treamely bewitched, Two Gentlemen abour that 
time alfo,v/F. Anno 1583, maiſter Arden and mai- 
ſter Somzeruile were conuicted by the lawes of the 
Realme,to haue purpoſed and contriued how they 
might hae layd violent hands vpon her Maieſties 
ſacred perfon,Maiſtet Somzerniles confeſſion therin, 
was ſonotorious,as itmay notbecither qualified 
or denied. And DoQtor Parry the very ſame yeare, 
was plotting with Iefuits beyond the ſeas: how he 
might haue effeted the like villany, How the wor- 
thy Earle of Northumberland ,was about this time 
brought into the ſaid plotof the Duke of Guife (the 
ſill in hand)we wil pretermit.Maiſter Parſons that 
was an actor in it, conld tell the ſtory very round- 
ly at Rome : It wrought the noble Earles ouer- 
throw 1585, which may iuſtly be aſcribed to the 
Ieſuiticall praQtiſes of the Ieſuit MendoFa and o- 
thers of that crue , Hereunto we might adde the 
notable treaſons of maiſter 47thony Babington and 
his complices in the yeare 1586. which were ſo 
apparant, as we were greatly abaſhed at the 
ſhameleſle boldneſſe of a yong Ieſuit, who to ex- 
cuſe the ſaydtraytors , andqualifte their offences, 
preſumed in a kind of ſupplication toher Maieſtie, 
to aſcribe the plotting of all thatmiſchiefe to mai- 
ſter Secretary Walſmzham , The treachery alſo of 
Sir William Standley the yeare following 1587.in 
fallifying his faith to her Maieſty, and = Io ing 
the truſt committed vnto' him by the Earle of 
Leiceſter, who had giuen him the honorable title of 
knighthood: as it was greatly preiudiciall to vs, 
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that were Catholikes at home, ſo was the defence 
of that difloyalty ( made by a worthy man , but by 
the perſwaſt0s(as we thinke)of Parſons)greatly dil- 
likedof many both wife and learned. And eſpecial- 
ly it was wondred at awhile(vntillthe dritt thereof 
appeared more maniteſtly inthe yeare 1588.) that 
the ſayd worthy perſon by the ſayd lewd Iefuits, 
layd downe this for a ground , in iuſtitying of the 
ſayd Standley : viz. that in all warres, which may hap- 
pen for Religton : euery Cathol;ke man ts bound i con- 
ſcience to employ his perſon aud forces by the Popes at- 
redtion:vz how farre,when,and where ether at home 
or abroad , he may and muſt breake with his temporall 
Soueraizne, Theſe things we would not have tou- 
ched, hadtheynot beneknowne in efte&to this 
part ofthe world: and thatwe thought it our du- 
tics ro ſhew our owne diſlike of them :-and to 
cleare her Maieſtic (ſo farre as we may) from 
ſuch impurarions of more then barbarous cru- 
elty towards vs, as the Icfuits in their writings, | 
haue caſt by heapes vppon her :they themſelues 
(as we ſti]] thinke in our conſciences and be- 
fore God) hauing bene from time to time the 
very cauſes of all the calamities, which any of 
vs haue endured in Ereland fince her Maieſties 
reigne , Which we do not write , ſimply to 
excuſe her Highneſſe , although we muſt con- 
feſſe, we can bee contented to endure much, 
rather then to feeke her diſhonour : but for 
that we thinke few Princes liuing, being per- 
ſwaded in Religion as her Maiclſtic is, and fo 
prouoked as ſhe hath bene : would hauc deale 
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more mildly with ſuch cheir ſubies (all circum- 
ſtances coni1tdered) then ſhe hath done witi vs. 

But now we are come tothe yeare 1588, and to 
that moſt bloodie attempt, not onely againſt her 
Maieſtic and our common enemies, bur againſt 
our ſelues, a!l Catholikes: nay againftthis flou- 
riſhing kingdome and our owne natiue countrie, 
The memory of which attempt wil be(as.we truſt) 
an cuerlaſtinz monument of Teſtiticall treaſon 
and cruelrie, For it is apparant in a Treatiſe pen. 
nedby the aduiſe of Fa. P2y{on5 altogether, (as we 
do verily thinke) that the king of Spaine was eſpe- 
cially moued and drawn to that intended miſchief 
againſt vs, by the long and daily follicitations of 
the Ieſuits, andother Engliſh Catholikes beyond 
the ſeas , aftefted and altogether given to Ieſui- 
tiſme. And whereas itis well kyowne, that the 
Duke of 2{edina Sidonia had given it out direftly, 
that if once he mightland in England,both Catho- 
likes and Heretickes that came in Fi way ſhonld be all 
one to him: his ſword could not diſcerne then , ſo he 
might make way for his maiſter, all was one to him:yet 
the ſaid Fa:Parſons (for ſowe will cuer charge him, 
though another man by his crafty perſwafton took 
vpon himto be the Author of that booke) did la- 
bour withall the Rhetorick he had to haue perſia. 
ded vs, vpon the ſuppoſed arriual! ofthe Spaxrara, 
to haue itoyned with him to our own deftructions: 
telling vs many faire tales, and alluring vs with 
ſundric great promitſes,al! of them meercilluſions 6 


falſhoods and moſt traiterous inſtigations and 


iuglings, He aſcribeth.it tO error of conſcience, an1 
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w4nt of conraze,terming the ſame an effeminate da- 
ftardie: that we had then ſuffered her Maieſtie almost 
thirtie ycares to raigne oner Vs. He threatned vs with 
excommunication, and witer ruine both of our Os 
and all our poſteritie, if we did then any longer obey a 
bet or ayde, defend or acknowledge her Highneſſe to bc 
our Dueene,'or Superior: and did not foorthwith ioyne 
our ſelues with all our forces to the Spaniards . The 
good Cardinall (by Parſons meanes) is drawne to 
ſay, that the Pope had made him Cardinall, intending 
a mp him as his Legate, for the ſweeter manazins of 
this (forſooth) godly and great affaire: and to affirme 
wvpon his honour and in the word of a Cardimall, that in 
i furie of the Spaniards intended conqueſt , there 
ſhould be as great care had of enery Catholike and p- 
nitent perſon, 4s poſably could be. And toallure the 
Nobilitie of this Realme, he promiſed them zo be- 
come an humble ſuter on their behalfes,that (ſo as they 
ſhew themſelues valiant in aſdiſting the king of” Spaines 
forces) they might continue their noble names and fa- 
milies, Surely they had bene wiſe men, that ſhould 
haue relyed much eithervpon his promiſe , or the 
Spaniards curteſies. This Ieſuite alſo telleth al Ca- 
tholikes, the better to comfort them (but indeed 
rothe great ſcandale for euer of all Prieſthood, ) 
and to ſhew how iuſt and holy the cauſewas they 
had in hand: that there were diverſe Prieſts in the 
kings armie, readie to ſerne enery mans ſpirituall neceſ- 
ſitie, by Confeſaon,Connſell and all confilari in Chriſt 
leſns. Alſo he ſo aduaunceth the forces of the ene- 
mies , and extenuateth her Maieſties abilities to 
withſtand them:as he accompred the viRorie ob- 
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tained ineffeQ before they were landed: telling vs, 
that _ the ſaid great forces, we ſhould ſo be aſriſted 
/ 


by the bleſſed Patrons both in heauen and earth , with 
the gard of al Gods holy Angels,with our bleſſed Sauior 
himſelfe in the ſoueraigne Sacrament , and with the 
daily moſt holy ablation of Chriſts owne deare body and 
bloud, as it could not fall out otherwiſe , but that we 
muſt ncedes preuaile, Which kind of perſwaſions, 
ſome of them being ridiculous, the moſt very trai- 
terous,and theſe laſt moſt blaſphemous,as tending 
ſo greatly tothe diſhonour of religion , we deteſt 
and abhorre, Andin all theſe Ieſwiticall and diſtoy- 
all practiſes, this is our comfort: that albeit we 
doubt not,butthatthe Pope as a temporall prince 
did ioyne and contribute towards th is intended 
inuaſton: yet we find Fa. Parſons declaration of X7 
[tus Quintus ſentence of depoſition of her Maielty 
at thattime, and of his admonition thereunto ad- 
ioyned,as inthe Popes name, to haue no warrant 
at all beſides his owne bare affirmation, either of 
Brewe or of any other publike inſtrument,as in ſuch 
caſes had bene molt neceſlarie: otherwiſe then 
thathe told vs, itwas the Popes pleaſure that we 
ſhould take notice thereof by his booke which was 
then printed, and to haue bene ſcattered amonegſt 
vs, By warrant whereof ( as we are perſwaded) it 
was not lawfull for vs to hauc killed a gooſe, if het 
Maieſtic had forbidden vs ſo to do. 

Of theſe matters ( torerurne {tl to our former 
Apologics) we would haue ſaid wothing, were 
they nor obiected vnto ys, and ſhewed vs out of 


the bookes themſclues, as notesand arguments of 
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our traiterous hearts :Our aduerſarjes preſſing the 
ſame vpon vs,as it they did belong vnto vs, and we 
were as guiltic of them , as cirher they that plor- 
red or publiſhed them, Which conceit, if it ſhould 
take root in thoſe that be in authoritie, how could 
we hope for any favour, but were rather to expect 
the greateſt extremitie that might be? So as ſtill 
wemay ſay, that the proceedings held againſt her 
Maieſtie well weighed, theſe forrcine leſuiticall 
practiſes , haue bene the cauſe of all-our trou- 
bles. 

When it hadpleaſed God todeliver her Maic- 
ſie and this kingdome from the ſaid intended in- 
nation, Mailter mey whether afhamed of the 
foile, (for the ſuccefle whereof he was ſo peremp. 
rorie)or for that he thought matters would be ber. 
ter managed in Spazze, if he were there togiuc his 
aduiſe, departed from Rowe (as we take it) and be- 
came a Caurtier to attend king Philip:where by 
Mendoza his fellow Tefuits meanes, he grew ſhort- 
ly into ſo great eſtimation (not for any goodneſſe 
in him towards this Realme, you may be fure, but 
rather in reſpect of his deadly hatred againſt it) 
that he procured a Seminarie tobe erected at Pal. 
ledolyd 1589. Butwe will leaue his proceedings in 
Sparne awhile, 

In theſe tenne yeares laſt mentioned from 1 580 
till 15 90, or butlittle before: we find her Maicſtie 
to beexcommunicated by Gregory the thirteenth : 
M. Sherwtn and the reſt of ourbrethren too much 
Ieſuir2d, refule to anſwer, whether they will take 


tae Queenespart or the Popes, if he ſhould come 
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by force of armes to affaile her in her owne king- 
dome: Parſons and Heywoodare found to be pratti- 
tio1ers, but eſpecially Purſos. The intention ofthe 
Duke of Gu/ſe 1s entertained here and proſecuted: 
Her maicſties lite is ſought by trecherie:Bab7:570;; 
and his companions ſhoot at the Crowne : Staz/cy 
is atrecherer, breaketh his faith, and is defended 
for ſo doing. Then followed the inuaſton: and laſt- 
ly, Parſons plottings in Spaize, andthe cretion of 
new Seminariesthere. Now let vs conſider , how 
we ourlſelues all this whilchaue bene dealt with. 

Such of vs as remained in priſon at J77s4:ch (and 
were commirtedthither 1580. and others not long 
after committed alfothither , to the number of a- 
bout 33. or 34. ) continued till in the ſe- 
uerall times of all the ſaid moſt wicked defigne- 
ments,as we were beforc: and were neuer brought 
into any trouble for them, but lined there, Col- 
ledge-like without any want, and in good reputati- 
on with our neighbors that were Catholikes about 
vs. It is true that towards the number ef 50. (as 

our memorie ſerueth vs)Prieſts and Catholikes of 
all ſorts, within the compaſle of the fayd 10. years 
were put to death: we ſay vpo ourknowledges (c5- 
cerningthe moſt of them ) for their con{cjences: 
butour aduerfaries (as they thinke) do ſtill affirme 
for treaſon . Such Prieſts as in their examination 
were found any thing moderate, were not ſo hard- 
ly proceeded with : in ſo much as 55. (to our re- 
membrance) that by the lawes (we acknowledge) 

might likewifc have bene put todeath, were in one 

yeare, 7, onethoufand five hundredeighty fine; 
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(what time great miſchiefes were in hand) ſpared 
from that extremitic, and onely baniſhed, Which 
fact, howſocuer fome haue written of it, the par- 
ties themſelues accounred itfor a great benefite; 
and fo would they alſo have done ( we doubt not 
of it) ifthey had bene then of that number, VWher- 
as therefore Maiſter Parſo7s (as we thinke) exclai-. 
meth in a pamphlet ſec out ſhortly after, ſaying: 
Where are now the old T yrants of the world, Nero, 
Decius, Diocleſtan, Maxentius, and the reſt of the 
2reat perſecutors of” the Chriſtians? Where is Genſe- 
ricke ayd Henricus with their Arrian Heretickes ? al- 
luding to the State here: we thinke both him, and. 
diverſe others that haue written tothe ſame eftc, 
very greatly to blame, Sure we are, that the genes 
rall cauſe of religion, for the which both we and 
they contend (as oft we haue ſaid)getteth no good 
but hurt ty it; and contrarie totheold ſaying, (be 
he neuer ſo bad, yer let him haue iuſtice) though 
ſome hard courſes haue bene taken by the State a- 
gainſt vs: yethath it not by many degrees bene ſo 
extreame, as the Icſuits and that crew haue falſely 
written and reported of it. 

But toreturne to Father P«rſ075 in Spaine, and to 
proceede in the courſe of things which haue hap- 
pened ſince 1590, The ſaid Fa. Parſons ſo managed 
the ſaid Seminarie eretedin YValledolyd, as within 
three yeares,viz.159 1, twelue or thirtecne Prieſts | 
wereſent hither from thence . Alſo he procured 
ſome other Seminaries tobe erected in Sparne,and 
turniſhed them with ſuch Students as hethoughe 
fit, which (for our parts) we greatly o— in 
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him, if hetooke this paines, and employed his fa- 
uour with the King to a good end: wherof we have 
ſome doubt, knowing the Ieſuits fetches : but the 
State here did vtterly condemne him for it: finding 
that both he and ſome others were plotting and 
labouring by all the meanes they could for anew 
inuaſion. VVhereupon a proclamation was ſet out 
1591, aſwell for an inquirie or ſearch for all ſuch 
Seminarie Prieſts, as cither were, or ihould here- 
after coine from Spazye, as allo from any other Se- 
minaries beyond the ſeas,vpon luſpition, that they 
were ſent hither for no other end, but to prepare a 
way for the ſaid inuaſton, Whereas we are verily 
perſwaded in our conſciences, and do know. it for 
many, thatthe Prieſts themſelues hadno ſuch in- 
tention, whatſocuer the Teſuits had thatſent them, 
Againſt the ſaid Proclamatis , three or foure haue 
- whet their pennes: but ſtill, whilſt they ſecke to 
_ diſgrace and gall the Staze,they haue euer thereby 
wounded and beaten vs, being themſelues inthe 
meane time void of all daunger. One of them, 
Maiſter Parſons by name, (as we ſuppoſe) writing 
in his ſaid Pamphlet of thenew intended invaſion, 
mentioned in the ſaid Proclamation: telleth vs,zhat 
the King hath inſt cauſe to attempt againe that enter- 
priſe. And againe he ſaith, that the King rs ſo intereſ- 
{ed (together with the Pope) to ſceke(as hetermeth it) 
her _Mateſties reformation : that he the ſaid King is 
boundin insfice to do it , and cannot withomt preinatce - 
of his hieh .eſt1mation and zreatneſſe , refuſe at the ſoo- 
neſt opo» tunitie to attempt it . Mary withal: to com- 
fort vs, he writeth: that the King antend?th no 1ige- 
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70145 dealing with our nation, in the proſecution of his 
inuaſon, when he cometh hither, Which great fauor 
ofthe King towards vs,we are to aſcribe to good 
Fa. Parſons , if we may belecue his duritull ſubieRt 
M, Southwe!lthe Teſuitt.For thus he telleth vs : 7fc- 
2 faith he,the King ſhould prenaile in that deſizne- 
972nt{(of his rew innaſto) F.Parſons afiſtedwith Card. 
Alanes authoritie hath done that in our countries be- 
haif: for which his moſt bitter enemies, & generally all 
her Mieſties fabrefts fhal han? Hou to thanke him for 
his {erniceable irzaenors: fo far hath he inclined, fury to 
clemencie, and rage to copaſ91 Surcly we are great- 
ly beholding to this good Fa: that hath had fo kind 
a remembrance of ys. Put we with that he had ra. 
ther employed himſelfe as areiigious man inthe 
ſerutce of God, and his priuate meditations, then 
thus to hane buſted himſelte in ſetting forward 8 
qualifying it., when he hath done ſo outragious a 
de{ignement: anddo pray with all our harts, that 
neither wenorthis kingdome do cuer fall into the 
hands ofthe Spaniards, whoſe vnſpeakeable cruel- 
tics in other countries,a worthy Catholike biſhop 
hath notably deſcribed to all poſteritie. The ſame 
M. Parſons alſo,together with his tellow-Ieſuit M, 
Creſwell (as men that pretend extraordinarie loue 
cotheir countrie) haue written a large Volume a- 
gainſtthe ſaid proclamation: wherein what malice 
and contempt can deuiſe, that might prouoke her 
Maieſtie to indignation againſt ys,is there ſetout 
very skilfully: they thEſelues wel! knowing that no 


other fruitor benefite could comewnto ys by that 
diſcourſe, except it wereſtill toplague vs. 
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Whileſt theſaid hue was thus talked of, and 

in preparation in Spare, a ſhorter courſe was 
thought of, ifit mighthaue had ſucceſſe;, Maiſter 
Hesket was {et on by theleluits 1592, or therea- 
bouts, witn father Parſons content or knowledge, 
ro have {tirred vp the Earle of Darvytiorebeilion a- 

gainſt her Highneſle, 

Not long aftcr good father Ho!t and others with 
him, perſwaded an 1h man one Pairicte Colley 
2s he him'elfe conteſled ) roattemptthe laying of 
tis violent andvillanous hands vpon her Maielly, 
Shortly atter in the yeare 1593. thatnotable ſtra- 
rageme was plotted ( the whoie State knoweth by 
whom, ) for Doctor ZopeF the 2»cczes Phitition to 
haue poyſoned her : for the which he was executed 
the yeare after, This wicked delignment being 
thus preuented by Gods prouidence,the ſayd tray- 
tcrous Ieluit, Ho!t andothers, didallure and ant- 
mateone 7orke and Wins, to haue accompli- 
ſhed that with their bloudy hands , that the other 
purpoſed to haue done with his poyſon: we meane 
her Maieſties deſtruction, Herunto we might adde 
the late vilanous attEpt 1599. of Edward Squire: a. 
niwated & drawne thereunto ( as he conteſled , by 
Walpole that pernitious Ieſuit, Bur we muſtturne a- 
gaine to Fa. Parſons , whoſe turnings & doublings 
areſuch as wold trouble a right good hotid to trace 
him, For in the meane time, that the {aid traitors 
one after another, were plotting anditudying, how 
beſt they might copaſle herMaieſties death they ca- 
red not how,nor by what meanes{he the faidFa.Par- 


ſons ſoprevailedwith the King,as he attEpred wwice 
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intwo ſundry yeares, his new inuaſton meaning to 
haue proceeded therein, not with ſuch great prc- 
paration as he did at the firſt, bur onely to haue be- 
gun the fame, by taking ſome port Veſt ward, to- 
ward which he came ſo farre onward as Si/cy with 
his Fleet . Art both which times, God, who {lll 
bath fought for her Maieſty and this Realme , did 
notably preucnt him, by ſuch winds and tempeſts. 
as the moſt of his ſhips and men periſhed in the 
ſea, as they were comming hitherward. Further- 
more the ſayd good father in the middeſt of all the 
ſayd trayterous enterpriſes both at home and a- 
broad ( deuiſed and ſet forward by him and his 
companions) was plodding amongſt his papers, 
and playing the Herrald: how , if all hisſayd wic- 
ked deſignments failed , he might at theleaſt, inti- 
tle the King of Spazze and conſequently the 1»fanta 
| his daughter to the Crowne and Kingdomol Erg- 
land. To which purpoſe heframed , and afterwards 
publiſhed a booke, wherewith he acquainted the 
Studenrs in thoſe Seminares in Spazre: and labo- 
red nothing more , then to hane their ſubſcriptions to 
the ſayd Intantaes title , therein promiſing unto her 
their preſent alleztance , as wvnto their lawfull Souc- 
raigne : and that when they ſhould be ſent into their 
countrey , they ſhould perſwade the Catholikes there to 
ao the like , without any further expettation of the 
Queene of Englands death : as maiſter Charles Paget 
afirmeth in his booke againſt Parſors. 

Ve ſpake ofthe Seminaries in Spazne before, 
ſomwhat ſuſpiciouſly: and now you ſee the reaſon 
that mouedvs ſo to do .Betides we do not doubt, 
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but that in the peruſing ofthis our diſcourſe, you 
will be aſſaulted with many ſtrange cogitations, 
concerning our full intent and meaning therein, 
VWhich although it cannot chuſe , but that it doth 
already in part appeare vnto you : yet now we 
come to a more cleare and plaine declaration of 
our purpole. You ſce into what hatred the wicked 
attempts of the ITeſuits againit her Maicſtic and 
the State, hath broughtnor only all Catholikes in 
generall , but more eſpecially vs that are ſecular 
Prieſts : although we did euer diſlike and blame 
them: nay, deteſt and hate them, no men more, 
For any of vs tohaue bene brought vp in the Se- 
minaries beyond the feas, hath bene, and ſtill is 
(as you know) a matter here very odious, and to vs 
full of danger. But by father Parſozscourtes with 
the Seminaries in Spare, andnow that he is Rector 
ofthe Engliſh Seminarie in Rowe, and fo taketh 
vpon him by his fauour thereto direct and com- 
mand all the reſt: what will the State here thinke 
ofthe Prieſts , that ſhall come from any of thoſe 
Seminaries hereafter: where they muſtbe brought 
vp, according tothe Ieſuitica!l humor, and ſent hi- 
ther with ſuch directions as ſhall be thereunto a- 
greeable > The ſayd booke of titles compiled by 
Parſons, is herevery well knowne, almoſtto the 
whole Realme : and maiſter Charles Pazet hath not 
benefilent as touching the 77fanta, and the brin- 
ging vpof Students to be ſent hither, as Prieſts to 
promote hertitle. Sundry ſharpe courſes have 
bene taken already with vs: and many Jawes are 


made againſt vs . But now , what may we expect, 
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36 
butallthe cruelty that euer was deuiſed againſt a- 
ny man: ifrhe-State ſhould thinke borh vs, and 
all other Catholikes to be cither adaicted , or a- 
ny way inclined to the aduancement ot any for- 
reine title againſt her Mateftic , or her lawtull ſuc- 
ceilou:rs, 

And itcannot chuſe,butthat vec iould therof be 
therather ſuſpe&ed , becauſe at this time it 1s wel] 
knowne , that the infetion of Ieſuitiſme , doth 
beare great ſway in Enz/and. amongſt vs: whileſt 
our Archprieſt(who taketh vpon him to rule all) is 
himſelte ouerruled by Garxet the Teſuit : who as a 
molt baſe vaſlall , is in euerythingatthe becke and 
command of tather Parſops. 

For the auoiding therfore of allthe further mil: 
chicfes that may enſue , we firſt profeile (as before 
we haue often dorie ) that we do vtterly diſlike and 
condemne in our conſciences, all the fayd ſlande- 
rous writings and pamphlets , which have bene 
publiſhed tothe ſaunderother Maieſty and this 
realme : proteſting that the Ieſuirical deſignments 
beyond the ſeas, together with certaine rebellious 
and trayterous attempts of ſome Catholikes art 
home,baue bene the cauſes of ſuch calamities and 
troubles,as haue hapned vntovs: great(we cofeſle) 
in themſclues, but farre lefle ( we thinke ) then any 
Prince liuing in her Maieſties caſe , & ſo prouoked 
would haue inflicted vpon vs. Some of vs haueſaid 
many atime,when we haue rcad & heard ſpecches 
ot her Maicſties ſuppoſed cruelty , VVhy my mai- 
{ters ? what would you have her to do: being re- 
joined as ſhe isin matters of Religion , except ſhe 


ſhould 


37 
ſhould willingly caſt off the care, not onely of 
her State and inedome, but of herlife alſo and 
princely eſtimation. Yea, there haue bene a- 
meneſt vs of our owne calling: who have likewiſe 
ſayd, that they themſelnes knowing what they do know, 
how vader preteace of Relig1on, the life of her. Maieſty, 
_ and the ſubnerſioz of the Kingdomets aimed at : if 
they had bene of her Highneſſe Conuſell , they would y 
haue giten. their conſent , for the making of very 
ſiratght and rigorous lawes tothe bciter ſuppreſsing 
and prenenting of all ſuch leſuiricall and wicked deſren- 
ments. Secondly, we do ail of vs acknowledge, 
that by our learning (ſecluding all Machina 
maximes ) Eccleflaſticall perſons by vertue of their 
calling are onely ro meddlie with praying, prea- 
ching, andadminiſtring the Sacraments, and ſuch 
other like ſpirituall functions, andnot to ſtudie 
how to murther Princes, nor to licitate King- 
domes, nor to'intrude themiciues into matters 
of State, ſucceflions and inuaſtons, as Frier Georg: 
didin Paznoriago the vtrer ruine of that beautifull 
realme, Thirdly, we profeſſe our felues, with 
all godly courage and boldneſſe tobe as ſound 
and true Catholike Prieſts, as any Ieſtites, or men 
lining inthe world: & that we do not defire to draw 
breath any longer vpon the earth , then that we 
ſhall fo continue : bur yet therewith we being 
borne her Maicſties ſubjects, doplainely athrme 
and reſolutely acknowledge it, withour all Teſui- 
ticall equiuocation : that it the Pope him/elfe 
(as ſome of the Apoſtles did ) do come into 
this land: or if he do ſend hither ſome Frgatins and 
F 3 
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38 
Damianus , as Eleutherus did, or ſome ©Anenſt: 
Laurence or Ireſtius, as Saint Grezory did : we willto 
dothem ſeruice, go vntothem, andlye downe at 
their fecte , and defend with them the Catholike 
faith by the ſacred Scriptures,and authority ofthe 
Church , though ir coſt vs ourlives, But if he 
come or fend hither an army , vader pretence to c- 
ſtabliſh the ſayd Catholike religion, by force, and 
with the (word, we will euer be moſt ready, as na- 
tive borne and true ſubjects to her Highneſle, 
with the hazard of our lives, and with alour might, 
to withſtand and oppoſe our ſelues againſt him,8 
toſpend the beſt bloud in our bodies in defence of 
the 2neeveandour countrey. For we are throughly 
perſwaded , that Prieſts of what order ſocuer, 
ought not by force of armes, toplant or water the 
the Catholike faith , but in ſþ:ritn lenitatis & man- 


ſuetudints to propagate and detend-it, So it was 


planted in the primitive Church, over all the 
world: > creſcit && fruttificat ſicut & in nobis eſt, ex 
quo die recepimus . The auncient godly Chriſtians, 
though they had ſufficient forces, did not oppoſe 
themſeluesin armes againſt their Lords the Em- 

erours, though of another Religion, Butourpur- 
==" isnot to diſputethis point, 

And now Iaſtly we commend ynto you all ( our 
very right deare and beloued brethren) this our 
moſt humble ſuite , Firſt that you will interprete 
the whole premiſes no otherwiſe then we our 
ſelues haue expounded our owne meaning, Se- 
condly , weintreate you to remember, how deare 
we haue bene ynto you, andthat we continue our 


vnfeined 
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_ 
vnfeined afteCtion towards you lil!: aſſuring you 
that howſoeuer you are changed, we doaftet you 
ſtill, with a true and icalous loue in Chriſt Teſy, 
Thirdly , we dctire you by the mercies of God, 
totake heede ofnouelties and Teſuitiſme: foritis 
nothir.g but treachery, difſimulation, ambition, 
and a very vizard of moſt deepe hypocrifie. When 
other kingdomes begin to Joath them, why ſhould 
you ſo farre debaſe your ſelues,as toadmirethem ? 
Giue vs not occaſion to ſay with the bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle: You fooliſh Galathians who hath bewitched 
— you? 

: Fourthly , neuer giue eare to any priuate whiſ- 
perers, or leſuiticall perſwaſtons, that ſhall tend 
to allure you from your duties and allegiance vnto 
her Maieſtje, or your native countrey, All argu- 
ments,that can be brought to corupt youin either, 
aſlure your ſelues, are falſe & vnlearned ſophiſtica- 
tions, The Catholike faith, for her ſtabilitic & coti- 
nuance hath no need of any treachery or rebellion. 
Thepromiſe madeto S. Peter , is her ſure ground: 
and is more diſhonored with treaſons, and wicked 
pollicies ofcarnallmen , then any way turthered or 
aduanced. The wordof the fpirit,and notthe ſword 
ofthe fleſh , or any arme of man is that , which gi- 
ueth life and beautie ro the Catholicke Church. 
Wearefully perſwaded in our conſciences, and as 
men beſides our learning , who haue ſome experi- 
ence,that ifthe Catholikes had neverſought by 
indire& meanes to haue vexed her Maicſty with 
their deſignments againſt her Crowne: ifthe Pope 
andthe King of Sparze had neuer plotted with the. 
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the Duke of Norfolke: ifthe rebelsin the North had: 
neuer bene heard of :if the Bull of Pires Puintus 
had neuer bene knowne: ifthe ſayd rebellionhad 
never bene tuſtified: if neither Stuteley nor the 
Pop? had attempted any thing againſt 1ze/and ot 
Grezory the thirteenth had nor renewed the fayd 
excommunicaition: if vhe Tefuits had never com 

into Ezlard : if che Pope and King of Spaine ha 

not practiſed with the Duke of Gziſe tor his at- 
empt againſt her Maieity : if Parſozs and the reſt 
of the Iefuits , with other our countrimen beyond 
the ſeas , had neuer bene Agents in' thoſe traite- 


rous and bloudy defignments of 7 hrock;wortor, 
© Parry, Collen, Torke, Williams, Squirc andfuch like : 


Itthey hadnort by their treatiſes and writings 11- 
deuored to defame their Soucraigne. , and their 
owne.countrey, laboring to haue many of their 
bookes to be tranſlated into diuerſe languages, 
thereby to ſhew more their owne difloyaltic: if 
Cardinall A/ane and Parſozs had not publiſhed the 
renouation of the ſayd Bull by X:ffus Qujntus : if 
thereunto they had not added their ſcurrilous,and 
vnmanly admonitio, or rather moſt prophane libel 
againſt her Maicſty : if they badnot fought by falſe 
perſwaſtons , and vnghoſtly arguments, to haue al- 
lured the harts of all Catholikes from their allegi- 
ance: ifthe Pope had never bene vrgedby them to 


.hauethruſtthe King of Sparc into that barbarous 


action againſt the Realme : if they themſclues 
with all thereſt ofthat generation,had not labored 
greatly withthe ſaid King forthe conqueſtand in- 


aſton of this land by the Spariards , who are 


knowne 


41 
knowneto be the cruelleit tyrants that live vpon 
the earth: itin alltheir whole proceedings, they 
had not from timeto time, depraued,irritared,and 
prouoked both her Maieſtic and State , with theſe 
and many other ſuch like their moſt vngodly and 
vnchriſtian practiſes : but on the contrarie, if the 
Popes from time to time had ſought her Maieſtie, 
by kind offices and gentle perſwaſtons , neuer ceal- 
ling the proſecution of thoſe and fuch like courſes 
of humanitie and gentleneſle: if the Catholikes 
and Prieſts beyond the ſeas had laboured continu- 
ally the furtherance of thoſe moſt Prieſt-like and 
divine allurements, and had framed their owne_ 
proceedings in all their works and writings accor- 
dingly:if weathome all of vs, both Prieſts and pco- 
ple hadpoſſeſſed our ſoules in meckeneſle and hu- 
militie, honouredher Mateſtie, borne with the in- 
firmitiesof the Szare, ſuffered all things, and dealt 
as-true Catholike prieſts: if all of vs (we ſay). had 
thus done; molt aſſuredly the State would haue lo- 
uedvs, or atleaſt borne with vs: where there is 
one Cartholike,there would haue bene tenne:there 
had bene no ſpeeches amonglt vs of racks andtor- 
tures, nor any caule to haue vied them, for none 
were cuer vexed that way {1mply, for thathe was. 
eitherPrieſt or Catholike , but becauſe they were 
ſulpeRted to haue had their hands in ſome of the 
ſaid moſt traiterous deſignements : none of her 
Maicſties enemies durit ſo readily haue attempted 
her State and kingdome : we had bene-in better 
friendſhip with thoſe that ſeeke now moſt to op- 
_ Pole themiclues againſt ond toall men (as we 
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are perſwaded) bonus odor Chriſti , odor vite ad vi- 
t1:whereas by following the ſaid new violent ſpi- 


rits,qua/! turbe impellentes parietem ; we Are become 


odor morits ad mortem, non ſolum ys qui periunt”, ſed 
etiam js quiſaluifiunt. And therefore let vs al turne 
ouer the leafe, and take another courſe, then hi- 
therto we hane done, 

To conclude, we do alfo further intreat and be- 
ſeech you,toconſider withyour ſelues, the eſtate 
of the Seminaries beyond the ſeas, as now they 
ſtand at the diſpoſition of the Ieſuirs: and ioyne to. 
gether with vs, thatthe ſaid Teſuits may be remo- 
ucd fromthe gouernment and direction of them. 
Itis too well known, how hotely they are addicted 
to the purſuing of a Spaniſh Monarchie : forthe 
aduancement whereof, (becauſe it tendeth totheir 
owne glorie, being altogether Hiſpaniated, and 
tranſported into thoſe humours, the better to re- 
ſemble and imitate their founderand father 12na- 


tins Laiola a Spaniard) they will certainely neuer 


ccaſe topur in practiſe all the miſchiefe, they can 
either deuiſe themſelues, orlearne amongſt their 
company: which is,as they conſort themſelues,rthe 
very ſchoole of Machiauelliſme. In the which our 
toynt ſuit, if we cannot preuaile, itreimaineth then, 
that you would be plcafed tobe intreated by vs, 
not to ſendor ſuffer yourchildrenor friends to go 
beyond the ſeas vnto them:thar ſothey may be dri- 
ven, if needes they will eraine vp youthes to make 
them traitors, to gather them v#'in other coun- 
tries, wherby they ſhall not be able ſo much to in- 
fect or endaunger vs. Beſides we are fully perfwa- 

ded 
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ded, that by this courſe, although at the firſt we be 
not heard, by reaſon of the might that the TIeſuiti- 
call fation are growne vnto: yet his Holineſſe, 
when he ſhall perceiue it, and inthe depth ofhis 
ſingular wiſedome conſider , what inconuenience 
may comethereof, will eaſily be drawn to hearken 
vnto vs. Or howſoeuer (as our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith 
in another caſe) potens eſt Dems de lapidibas iſtis ſuſ- 
citare filios Abrahe : though you never ſend your 
ſonnes or friends beyond the ſeas, to the ruinating 
both of your ſelues, andof your countrie, if the Ic- 
ſuits ſhall ſtill haue the direQion of them: ſo ſay we 
that the Church liued before they were borne,and 
needeth not for theaduancement of her glorie,any 
of theirtraiterous practiſes: but is able of her ſelfe 
| bythe aſſiſtance of God , to raiſe vp Prieſts out of 
our owne Vniuerſities,and from among the Minij- 
ſters themſelues:remaine they as yet neuer ſo ſtiffe 
or hard againſt vs, And thus commending both 
youand our cauſe to God , and our feluesto your 
good fauours, and charitable prayers , we take our 
'leaues, andend this tedious diſcourſe, more profi- 
table andpleaſing ro God (we truſt) then ac- 
ceptable or gratefull to many, which 
we can be but ſory for, 


T our true friends the ſecular Prieſts. 


What ſoener 15 written or contained in theſe Bookes, we ſubs 
mit all to the cenſure and indgement of our holy CAlother 
the Catholike Chnrch. 


; FINIS. 2 


